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gsru Concress, Ist Session. 


and Means, reported the following bill to modify | 


and amend the tariff act of the last Congress: {| 
A bill to modify and amend the act entitled “Anact to pro- || 


de revenue from imports, and to change and modify | 
eniatlng laws imposing duties on imports, and for other | 
purposes,”’ approved 30th August, 1842. 


ggction 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 

sentatives of the United States of “lmerica in Congress as- | 
vmbled, ‘hat, from and alter the lst day of September, in | 
oe year 1844, the duties imposed under and by virtue of | 

act entitled “An act to provide revenue from imports, | 
and to change and modify existing laws imposing duties on | 
imports, aud for other purposes,” approved on the 3uth day | 
of August, 1842, upon the various articies in the said act | 
named shall be changed, modified, and reduced tn manner 
following, that is to say: | 

]. On ail coarse unmanufactured wool, the value where- 
of, at the last port or place whence exported to the United 
States, shall be seven Cents Or under per pound, there shall | 
be levied a duty Of fifteen per centuim ad vulorem, instead 
of the duty Of five per centum imposed by the said act ; and 
ov all other Wumanutactured wool there shall be levied a 
duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, instead of the duties 
of inree cents per pound and thirty per centum ad valorem 
im by the same act. 

y, On all manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall 
bea component part, except initled or fulled cloth, known by 
the name of plains, Kerseys, or Kendall cottons, carpetings, 
flannels, bockings and baizes, blankets, worsted stuff goods, 
ready made clowiing, LOsiery, mits, gloves, caps, aud bind- 
ings, there shall be levied a duty of thirty per ceutum ad | 
rawrem, instead of the duty of torty per ceutum imposed 
by the said act. 

3. On all milled or fulled cloth known by the name of 
plain, kerseys, Or Kendall cottons, of which wool shall be 
the only material, the value whereof shall not exceed thir- 
ty-five cents the square yard at the last portor piace whence 
exported, there shall be levied a duty of twenty per centum 
ad culorem, instead of the duties imposed by the said act. 

4, Ou all carpets and carpeting of wool, hemp, flax, or 
cotton, Or parts of either, Or other material not specified, 
there shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, 
instead of the duties imposed by the said act. 

5. Ou all woolen blankets, the actual value of which at 
the place Whence exported shall not exceed seventy five | 
cents each, there shall be levied a duty of ten per centum 
ad valorem, instead of the duty of fifteen per centum im- 

sed by the said act. | 

6. On all hearth rugs there shall be levied a duty of thirty | 
percentum ad valorem, instead of the duty of forty per | 
centum imposed by the said act. 


7. On woolen yarn there shail be levied a duty of twenty- | 
| 


five perceutuin ad valorem, instead of the duty of thirty per 
centuin imposed by the said act; and on all worsted yarn | 
there shall be levied a duty of twenty per centum ad valo- | 


rem, instead of the duty of thirty per centum imposed by | 


the said act. 


ings, and On Woolen or Worsted hosiery, that is to say, | 


stockings, socks, drawers, shirts, and all ovher similar man- 
wiactures made on trames, there shall be levied a duty of 


twenty per centum ad valorem, instead of the duty of thirty | 


per centuim imposed by the said act. 
9. On flannels, of Wnatever materials composed, except | 


cotton, and On bocKiugs and baizes, there shall be levied a | 


duty of thirty per centum ad vaiorem instead of the duty 
of fourteen Cents per square yard, imposed by the said act; 
and ou coach laces there shall be levied a duty of thirty per 


centum ad valorem, instead of the duty of thirty-five per | 
ceutuin imposed by the said act. 


UW. Ou ready-made clothing, of whatever materials com- 


posed, Worn by meu, Women, Or children, except gloves, | 
mits, stockings, socks, wove shirts and drawers, and all | 


other similar manufactures made on trames ; hats, bounets, 
shoes, boots, and buotees, imported in a state ready to be 


used as clothing by men, women, or children, made up } 
either by the tailor, manulacturer, or seamstress, there shall | 
be levied a duty of thirty per centuin ad valorem instead of 


the duty of filly per centum imposed by the said act. On 


all arucles worn by men, Women, or children, other than | 
as above specified or excepted, of Whatever materials com- | 
posed, made up wholly or in part by hand, there shail be 


levied a duty of thirty per centum a@d valorem, instead of 
the duty of forty per centuim imposed by the said act; and 
on clothing, flashed in whole or in part, embroidered in 
gold or silver, there shall be levied a duty of thirty per cent 
um ad valorem, instead of the duty of filly per centuin im- 
posed by the said act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, the dutics 


imposed by the said act upon the articles hereinatler men- | 
tioned shall be changed, modified, aud reduced in the man- 


her following—that is to say : 


1. On all manutaciures of cotton, or of which cotton shall | 
be a component part, not otherwise specilied, and except- | 
ing such cotton twist, yarn, aud thread, and such other ar- | 


ticles as are herein otherwise provided for, there shall be 


levied a duty of twenty five per ceutum ad valorem; and | 


the proviso to the second subdivision of the second section 
of the said act shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 
2. On cotton-twist, yarn, aud thread, bleached or un- 
bleached, colored or uncolored, and on spools or otherwise, 
there shall be levied a duty of twenty tive per centum ed 
core, instead of (he various duties imposed by the said 
bec. 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That from and after \he 
day of September, in the year aforesaid, the duties im- 
posed by the said act upon the articies hereinatter men- 


24 


| 
8. On woolen and worsted inits, gloves, caps and bind- | 
| 
| 


| tioned shall be changed, modified, and reduced in the man- 

| ner following—that is to say: 

; i. On all manutactures of silk, not otherwise specified, 
except bolting cloths, there shall be levied a duty of twenty 

per centuin ad valorem, instead the duty 01 $2 50 per pound 

imposed by the said act; and on silk bolting cloths there 

shall be levied a duty of fifteen per centum ad ralorem, in- | 


| act. 


and on sewing silk, one dollar per pound of sixteen ounces, 
instead of the duty of two dollars per pound imposed by the 
said act; on pongees and plain white silks tor printing or 
coloring, there shall be levied a duty of twenty per centum 
ad valorem, instead of the duty o1 $1 50 per pound, imposed 
by the said act; on floss and other similar sitk<, purified 
from the guin, dyed aud prepared for manufacture, there 
shall be levied a duty of fifteen per centum ad valorem, in- 
stead of the duty of twenty-five per centum imposed by the 
said act; on all raw silks, comprehending all silks in the 
gum, whether in hanks, reeled, or otherwise, there shall be 
levied a duty of tweive and a half per centum ad valorem, 
instead of the duty of fifty ce: ts per pound imposed by 
the said act; and on silk umbrellas, parasuls. sun shades, 
silk or satin shoes for men, women, or children; silk or 
satin laced boots or bootees for men, women, or children ; 
men’s silk hats; silk or satin hats or bonnets for women; 
silk shirts and drawers, whether made up wholly or in part; 
silk caps for women ; turbans, Ornaments for head dress, 
aprons, collars, caps, cuffs, braids, curls or frizettes, chem 
isettes, mantillas, pellerines, and all other articles of silk 
made up by hand, in whole or in part, and not otherwise 
provided for, there shall be levied a duty of twenty five per 
centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties imposed 
by the said act. 

3. On unmanufactured hemp, Manilla, Sunn, and other 
hemps of [ndia, jute, Sisal grass, coir, and other vegetable 
substances not enumerated, used for cordage, there shall be 
levied a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, instead of 
the various duties imposed by the said act; on cordilla, or 
tow of hemp and flax, there shall be levied a duty of twen 
ty five per centum ad valorem. instead of the duty of twenty 
dollars per ton, imposed by the said act; on tarred and 
untarred cables and cordage, yarns, twine, pack-thread, 
cotton bagging, of whatever material composed, and on any 
other manufacture not otherwise specified, suitable for the 
uses to which cotton bagging is applied, of whatever ma 
terial composed, and whether importe! under the designa 
tion of gunny cloth or any other appellation, there shall be 
levied a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, instead of 








the various duties imposed by the said act. *| 


4. On stamped, printed, or painted floor oilcloth, furni 
ture oilcloth, made on Canton or cotton flannel, other fur- 
niture oiicloth, oilcloth of linen, silk, or other materials 
used for hat covers, aprons, coach curtains, or similar 
purposes, and on medicated oilcloths, there shall be levied 
a duty of thirty per centum ad v.lorem, instead of the 
various duties imposed by the said act. 

Sec 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, the duties 
imposed by the said act, upo.w the articles hereinafter men 
tioned, shall be changed, modified, and reduced, in the 
manner following, that is to say: 

1. On iron, in bars or bolts, not manufactured, in whole 
or in part, by rolling, there shall be levied a duty of fi‘teen 
dollars per ton, instead of the duty of seventeen dollars per 
ton imposed by the said act; on bar or bolt iron, made 
wholly or in‘part by rolling, there shall be levied a duty of 
twenty doliars per ton, instead of the duty of twenty five 
dollars per ton imposed by the said act; on all iron im- 
ported in bars for railroads, or inclined planes, made to pat- 


terns, and fitted to be laid down as rails upon such roads || 


or planes, without further manufacture, there stall be levied 
a duty of ten dollars per ton, instead of the duty of twenty- 


five dollars per ton imposed by the said act: Provided, That | 


upon the entry of any such railroad iron at any custom 
house of the United States, good and sufficient bonds shall 
be given, with sureties to the satisfaction of the collector 


of the customs receiving the same, for the payment of the |) 


duty upon such iron at the rate of twenty dollars per ton, 
the duty by this act imposed upon other rolied bar iron, 
within one year from the date of said bonds, unless the 
State, corporation, company, or individual obligors on such 
bond shall, before the expiration of the time allowed thereon 
for the payment thereof, exhibit to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, or to the collector of the customs taking the bond, 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
| may, from time to time, prescribe, satisfactory proof, in 
| Writing and upon oath, that the said iron has been actually 
and permanently laid down upon the railroad or inclined 
plane for which the same shall have been imported, as 
shown by the entry of the said iron, and the bond given to 


case, and in that only, the duty of ten dollars per ton, 
hereby imposed upon such iron, shall be received in full 
satisfaction and discharge of every such bond ; but in case 
of failure to make such proof to the satisfaction of the said 
Secretary, or of the proper collector of the customs, as the 
case may be, within the time hereby tinted for the making 
thereof, the full duty of twenty dollars per ton upor the 


|| as if the said bond had been given without any other con- 
|| dition than the payment of the said full duites at the expi 
|| ration of every such bond. 

2. On iron in pigs there shall be levied a duty of seven 
dollars per ton, instead of the duty of nine dollars per ton 





|| imvposed by the said act; on vessels of cast iron, not other- | 


| wise specified ; glazed or tin hollow ware and castings; sad 


irons or smoothing irons; hatters’ aud tailors’ pressing 
j} irons; cast iron butts or hinges; iron or steel wire, de- 


stead of the daty of twenty per centam iimposed by the said | 


2. On silk twist, or twist composed of silk and mohair, | 


secure the payment of the duties upon the same, in which || 


i| said iron shall be demanded and paid, in the same manner | 
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scribed in the said act as not exeveding No. 14; over No, 

14 and wr exceed ng No. 25; and over No. 2, suvered ox 

plated Wire ; round or square iron oF bragen rads oo three 

sixteenths to ten sixteenths of aw ineh iu diameter, incla- 
sive ; iron tn nail or spike rods, or nail plates; slit, rolled, 
and hammered iron, in sheets, except taygus irou, Woop 
iron, iron slit, rolled, or hammered, tor band iren, seroll 
iron, or casement rods; iron cables or chains, or parts there 
of, manutactured in whole or in part, of whatever diame 
ter, the links being of the form peculiar to chains for ca- 
| bles all other chains of iron not otherwise specified, the 
| links being either twisted or straigh', and, when straight, 
| of greater length than those used in chains for cables; an- 
chor or parts of anchors. manulactured in whole erin part; 
anvils, blacksmiths’ hanmers and sledge: 5 cul or wrought 
iron spikes; cut trou nails; wrought tron nails; axleteees, 
or parts thereot; moll irons and mill cranks of wrought 
iron; Wrought iron for slips, locomotives, and steam en- 
gines 5 iro) chains, other than chain cables; steam, gus, or 
| water tubes or pipes, made oF band or rolled iron ; and 
tacks, brads. and sprigs, there shall be levied a duty of 
thirty per cent. ad valorem, instend of the various duties 
imposed by the said act; and the last clause of the second 
proviso to the second subdivi-ion of the fourth section of 
the said act, which imposes an additional duty of filteen 
per centum ad valorem upon the cost of the articles em- 
braced therein, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

3. On all old or serap tron there shall be levied a daty of 
six dollars per ton, instead of the duty of ten dullare per ton 
imposed by the said act. 

4. Ou screws made of iron, called wood screws, bras 
| screws, and brass battery or hammered kettles, there shall 
be levied a duty of thirty per cenium ad ralorem, instead 
of the Various duties tiposed by the said act. 

5. On all steel in bars, except cast, shear, and German 
steel, there shall be levied a duty of 31 50 for one hundred 
and twelve pounds, instead of the duty of @2 50 imposed 
by the said act; on solid headed pins, and all other pack 
pins, and ou pound pins, there shall be levied a duty of thirty 
per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties im- 
posed by the said act. 

6 On japannued ware of all kinds, or papier mache, and 
plated and gilt wares of all kinds, cutlery of all Kinds, and 
all other manutactures not otherwise specified, made of 
brass, iron, steel, copper, pewter, lead, or tin, or of which 
either of these metals i- a component material, there shall 
be levied a duty of twenty five per centum ad valorem, in- 
stead of the duty of thirty per centum imposed by the said 
act. 

7. On lead in pigs and bars, old and scrap lead, leaden 
pipes, leaden shot, and lead in sheets, or in any other form 
not herein specified, there shall be levied a duty of twenty- 
five per centuin ad va orem, instead of the various duties 
imposed by the said act. 

8. On silver-plated metal in sheets, argentine, alabata, or 
German silver, in sheets or otherwise unmanufactured, and 
on manu actures of German silver, bell metal, zine, and 
bronze, there shall be levied a duty of twenty per centum 
ad valorem, instead of the duty of thirty per centum im- 
posed by the said act. 

9. Ou coal, there shall be levied a duty of 41 per ton, 
instead of the duty of $1 75 per ton iinposed by the said act; 
and on coke, or culm of coal, there shall be levied a duty 
of thirty per centum ad valorem, instead of the duty of five 
| cents per bushel imposed by the said act. 

Sec. 5. And beit :urthar enacted, That from and after the 
Ist day of December, in the year aforesaid, the duties im- 
posed by the said act upon the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, shall be changed, modified, and reduced, in the 
| manner following, that is to say: 

1. On all vessels or wares, articles and manufactures of 
cut glass, cut glass chandeliers, candlesticks, lusters, lenses, 
lamps, prisms, and parts of the same,and all drops, icicles, 
spangles, and ornaments used for mountings; and on all 
articles or inanufactures of plain, molded, or pressed glass, 
| whether stamped or the bottoms ground or puuticed or not, 

there shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, 
| instead of the various duties impo-ed by the said act. 

2. On all apothecaries’ vials and bottles not exceeding 
| the capacity of sixteen ounces each, and on all perfumery 
| and faney vials and bottles not exceeding the capacity of 

sixteen ounces each, there shall be levied a duty of thirty 

per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties im- 
| posed by the said act. 
| 3. On all black and green glass bottles and jars, and on 
| all demijoins and carboys, there shall be levied a duty of 

thirty per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties 
| imposed by the saia act. 
| 4. On all cylinder or broad window glass, and on all 

crown window glass, there shall be levied a daty of thirty 
| per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties im- 
posed by the said act. On all polished plate glass, whether 
imported as window glass, or however otherwise specified, 
| not silvered, there shall be levied a duty of twenty per 
/ eentum ad valorem, instead of the various dutics imposed 
| by the said act ; and if silvered, there shall be levied a duty 
| of twenty five per centum ad ralorem ; and if silvered and 
| framed, there shall be levied a daty of thirty per centumad 
| ealorem, instead of the duties imposed by the said act, and 
}| the second proviso to the fourth subdivision of the filth sec- 

tion of the said act shall be, and the same is hereby, re- 
| pealed; and on all porcelain glass, glass colored, or paint- 
HH ings on glass, and on all articles or manufactures of glass, 
| or of which glass shal! be the component material of chief 
| value, and not otherwise specified, there shall be levied a 
| duty of twenty per centum ad ralorem, instead of the vari- 

ous duties impo-ed by the said act. 
| 5. On China ware, porcelain ware, earthenware. stone- 
| ware, and ajl other ware, composed of earth or mineral sub- 
i stances, and not otherwise specified, whether gilt, paluted, 
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printed, plain, or glazed, there shall be levied a duty of 
twenty per centum ad valorem, instead of the duty of thirty 
per centnm imposed by the said act. 

6 (mm tanned, sole, or band leather; all upper leather 
not ollerwise specified; calf and seal skins, tanned and 
dressed , sheep skins, tanned and dressed; or skivers, goat | 
skins, or moroceo, tanned or dressed; kid skins, or mo 
rocco, tanned or dressed; goat or sheep skins, tanned and | 
pot dressed ; and all kid and lamb skins, tanned and not | 
dressed ; skins tanned and dressed otherwise than in colgr, 
to wit: fawn, kid, and lamb, usually known as chamois ; 
there shall be levied a duty of twenty-five per centum ad 
valorem, instead of the various duties imposed by the said 
act. On men’s boots and bootees of leather, wholly or par 
tially manufactured; on men’s shoes or pumps, wholly or 
partially manufactured ; women’s boots or bootees, wholly 
or partially manufactured ; children’s boots, bootees, and 
shoes, wholly or partially manufactured ; women’s double 
soled pumps or welts, wholly or partially manufactured ; 
women’s shoes or slippers, wholly or partially manufac- 
wured, whether of leather, prunella, or other material, ex 
cept silk, there shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum 
ad valorem, instead of the various duties imposed by the 
said act 

7. On men’s leather gloves, women’s leather habit gloves, | 
children’s leather habit gloves, women’s extra and demi 
Jength leather gloves; cinidren’s extra and demi length | 
leather ploves, there shall be levied a duty of twenty tive | 
per centum ad valorem, iustead of the various duties Im- | 
posed by the said act. On leather caps or hats, leather | 
braces or suspenders, and all ober braces or suspenders of | 

| 





whatever materials composed, except Lndia-rabber, and on 
leather boules, patent leather, and on all other manufac 
tures of leather, or of which leather is a component ma 
terial of chiet value, not otherwise specified, there shall 
be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, instead 
of the duty of thirty-five per centaum imposed by the said 
act. 

8. On fur hats, caps, muffs, tippets, and other manufac- 
tures of fur not specified, there shall be levied a duty of 
thirty per centum ad valorem, tustead of the duty of thirty- | 
five per centum imposed by the said act; and on hats of | 
wool, and bat bodies or felts, made in whole or in part of | 
wooi, there shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad | 
valorem, mstead of the duty of eighteen cents each im 
posed by the san act, 

9. On hats und bonnects for men, women, and children, | 
from Panama, Manila, Leghorn, Naples, or elsewhere, | 
composed Of satin, siraw, chip, grass, palm leaf, rattan. wil 
low, or any ouher vegetable substance, or of hair, whale- 
bone, or any other material not otherwise specilied, there 
shall be levied a duty of twenty five perceutuin ad valorem, | 
instead of the duty of thirty-five per centum imposed by the | 
said act. 

10. On feathers for beds, and on down of all kinds, on | 
Tndia rubber oilcloth, webbing, shoes, braces, suspenders, | 
or other fabrics or manufactured articles composed wholly 
oro pat of India-rubber; on all clocks, and on erystals 
of giase for watches, and on glass or pebbles for spectacles | 
or eye-giasses, when not set, there shall be levied a duty of | 
twenty per centum ad valorem, instead of the various du | 
ties imposed by the said act; and so much of the proviso 
to the tenth subdivision of the filth section of the said act 
as directs the valuation of certain India rubber suspenders | 
or braces at two dollars per dozen, aud an assessment of 
the duty upon such valuation, shall be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

11. On paving tiles and bricks there shall be levied a duty 
of fifteen per centum ad valorem, instead of the duty of 
twenty five per centum imposed by the said act; on metal 
butions there shall be levied a duty of twenty-five percentum 
ad valorem, instead of a duty of thirty per centum imposed 
by the said act; on all other buttons, and on button molds, 
of whatever material composed, there shall be levied a duty 
of twenty per ceutum ad valorem, instead of the duty 
of twenty five per centum imposed by the said act; and 
the first proviso to the twelfth subdivision of the fifth sec 
tion of the said act shall be, and same is hereby, repeated. 

Sec. 6. Aad be it further enacted, That from and after 
the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, the duties | 
imposed by the said act, upon the articles hereinafter men- | 





tioned. shall be changed, modified, and reduced, in the 
manner following—that is to say: on white or red leads, 
litharge, acetate or chromate of lead, dry or ground in oil; | 
on Whiting, or Paris white; and on all ochres, or ochry | 
earths, used in the composition of painters’ colors, dry or 
ground in oi; on sulphate of barytes; on linseed, rapeseed, 
and bhempsecd oil; and on putty; there shall be levied a duty 
of thirty per centum, instead of the various duties imposed 
by the said act 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, the duties 
impo-xed by the said act upon the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, shall be changed, modified, and reduced, in the 
manner following—that is to say: on bank, folio, quarto- | 
post of all Kinds, and letter and bank note paper; on anti. | 
quarian, demy, drawing, elephant, double elephant, fools- | 
cap, imperial, medium, pot, pith, royal, super-royal, and | 


| 


| 


Wriling paper; on copper plate, blotting, copying, colored | 


for labels, colored for needles, marble or fancy-colored, | 
glass paper, morocco paper, paste board, pressing board, | 


sand paper, tissue paper, and on all gold or silver paper, || 
whether in shects or strips; on colored copper plate, print- || 


ing, and stainers’ paper; and on binders’ beards, box boards, | 
mill boards, paper-makers’ board’, sheathing, wrapping, 
and cartridge paper; there shall be levied a duty of thirty | 
per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties im- | 
posed by the said act. On all paper-hangings, on paper for | 
screens or fire boards, there shall be levied a duty of thirty 
per centum ad valorem, instead of the duty of thirty-five | 
per centum, imposed by the said act. On all blank-books | 
bound, there shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad 
valorem, instead of the duty of twenty cents per pound im- | 
posed by the said act. 
ated, there shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad | 
valorem, instead of the duty of filleen cents per pound im- | 
posed by the said act. 
Sec. 8. dud be it further enacted, That from and after 

the said lst day of September, in the year aforesaid, the 


And on all other paper not enumer- || 





duties imposed by the said act upon the articles hereinafter 


mentioned, shall be changed, modified, and reduced in the | 


| following manner—that is to say: 
1. On raw sugar (commonly called brown sugar) not ad- 
| vaneed beyond its raw state, by claying, boiling, clarifying, 
or other process, and on brown clayed sugar, there shall be 
levied a duty of two cents per pound, instead of the duty of 
two and a half cents per pound imposed by the said act; on 


i 
' 


} 


i 


it 


|, Ume of payment, shall also be paid as a part of 


| sirup of sugar or of sugar cane there shall be levied a duty of | 
one anda half per cent per pound, instead of the duty of two | 


| and a half cents per pound imposed by the said act ; on all 

| olher sugars,when advanced beyond the raw state, by clay- 

| ing, boiling, clarifying, or other process, and not yet refined, 

| there shall belevied a duty of three cents per pound, instead 
of the - of four cents per pound imposed by the said act; 

| on refined sugars (whether loaf, lump, crushed, or pulver- 

| ized, and where, after being refined, they have been tinc- 
tured, colored, or in any way adulterated) and on sugar 
candy, there shall be levied a duty of four cents per pound, 
instead of the duty of six cents per pound imposed by the 
said act; and on molasses there shall be levied a duty of 
three mills per pound, instead of the duty of four and a half 
mills per pound imposed by the said act, 

2. On cocoa, chocolate, cinnamon, oil of cloves, crude 
camphor, indigo, ivory or bone black, oil of vitriol, and sul- 
phurie acid, there shall be levied a duty of fifteen per centum 
ad valoren, instead of the varioas duties imposed by the 
said act; on ginger ground and ginger in the root, when not 


preserved, Woad or pastil, aluin, and copperas, and green | 


vitriol, there shall be levied a duty of twenty per centum 


ad va'orem, instead of the various duties imposed by the said | 


act; and on mace, nutinegs, cloves, Chinese cassia, pimento, 


black pepper, camphor refined, opium, glue, gunpowder, | 


blue or Roman vitriol or sulphate of copper, almonds, prunes, 
sweet oil of alinonds, dates, currants, figs, all nuts not speci- 
fied, except those used for dyeing, Muscatel and bloom rai- 
sins, either in boxes or jars, and on all other raisins, there 


shall be levied a duty of thirty per centum ad valorem, in- || to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrov, 


stead of the various duties imposed by the said act. 

3. Ou olive oil in casks, spermaceti oil of foreign fisheries, 
whale or other fish oi] not sperm, of foreign fisheries, sper- 
maceti or wax candles, and candles of spermanetiand wax 
combined, tallow candies; all bard soap, except Windsor 
shaving avd all other perfumed or fancy soaps, and wash 
balls and Castile soap; on starch and pearlor hulled barley, 
there shail be levied a duty of thirty per centuin ed valorem, 
instead of the various duties imposed by the said act. 

4. Ou salt there shall be levied a duty of twenty per 
centum, instead of the duty of eight cents per bushel im 
posed by the said act; and on vinegar, beef, pork, hams, 
bacon, cheese, butter, lard, wheat, barley, rye, oats, Indian 
corn or maize, wheat flour, Indian meal and potatoes, there 
shall be levied a duty of twenty-five per centum ad valorem, 
instead of the various duties imposed by the said act; and 
on foreign fish, namely: dried or smoked, ou mackerel and 
herrings, pickled or salted. on pickled salmon, and all other 
fish pickled in barrels, there shall be levied a duty of twen 


ty-five per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties 


imposed by the said act. 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That from and after | 


the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, the duties 


and fifty days, instead of theterm of ninety days, prog, 

in the said section: Provided, That, at the time of 4) 
ment of duties of all such goods, whether the same He pay. 
portion thereof be sold for the payment of such du = 
not, interest, at the rate of six per centum p 


upon the duties payable from the time of the er 


March § 


er Annug, 
itry to the 


the 
chargeable upon such goods. dutty 


The bill was read twice and committe 
on motion of Mr. McKAY, was ordere 
printed. 

Mr. McK. also intimated that, to-morrow 
on Monday, the committee would make a renee 
on the same subject, accompanied by illustratiy 
tabular statistics. , 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


On motion of Mr. VANCE, the House 
that the standing committees should be called fy, 
reports. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims 
made a*report upon the petition of True Putne; 
and Hugh Riddle, accompanied by a bill for the, 
relief; which was referred to a Committee of ths 
Whole House to-morrow. ; 

He also, from the same committee, made aj. 
verse reports upon the cases of John Elwin ani 
Roxanna Evans; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. COBB, from the same committee, made, 
report upon the petition of Pacificus Ord, accom. 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was referre 


d; and, 
d to & 


Mr. BOWLIN, from the same committee, mad: 
a report upon the petition of John Frazer an¢ 
George A. Trenholm, accompanied by a bill fo 
their relief; which was referred to a Committe: 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bi 
from the Senate, entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of 
George Davenport, of Rock Island, in the Stave 
of Illinois,’’ reported the same without amend. 
ment; which was referred to a Committee of the 


| Whole House to-morrow. 


imposed by the said act upon the articles hereinafter men- || 


|}; tioned, shall be changed, modified, and reduced in the man- 


ner following—that ts to say: 


| gallon ; of second proof, torty five cents per gallon ; of third 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this [louse be required to 
report, as early as possible, why the printing of the report 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office is de- 
layed. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was 


Resolved, ‘That ten thousand copies of the report of the 


| Committee on Public Lands, made to accompany bill No. 


proof, forty-eight cents per gallon ; of fourth proof, fitty- || 


two cents per gallon; of fifth proof, sixty cents per gallon ; 
above fifth proot, seveaty-five cents per gallon ; On spirits 
from other materials than grain, of first and second proof, 
thirty eight cents per gallon ; of third proof, forty-two cents 
per gallon ; of fourth proof, forty-eight cents per gallon; of 
fifth proof, fifty-seven cents per gallon; above filth proof, 
seventy cents per gallon, instead of the various duties im- 
posed by the said act. 

2. On wines of all sorts there shall be levied a duty of 


: ; || 2, for providing for the reduction and graduation of the 
1. On spirits from grain, of first proof, forty-two cents per 


public lands, be printed for the use of the members of this 
louse. 


Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following joint resolution; 


which was read three times, and passed: 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be requested to commu 


| nicate to the British Government, in such manner as lie 


| thirty per centum ad valorem, instead of the various duties | 


tuposed by the said act. 
Sec. 10. 4nd be it further enacted, That from and after 


the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, the follow- | 


ing articles, viz: unmanufactured cotton, guano, and sul- 
phate of quinine, shall be exempt from duty. 


Sec. Ll. And be it further enacted, That from and after | 


the Ist day of September, in the year aforesaid, so much of 


the sixteenth section of the act entitled ** An act to provide | 


revenue from imports, and to change and modify existing 
laws imposing duties on imports and for other purposes,’’ 
| approved on the 13th day of August, 1842, which directs 
the manner in which the market value or wholesale price 
| of goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and subject to ad valorem duties, or duties based 
} upon the value of the square yard, or any specified quan - 
| tity or parcel of such goods, shall be ascertained, be, and 
the same is hereby so far modified, that to said value or 
| price to be ascertained as provided for in said section, shall 


| 
; 


|} be added only the costs and charges, which shall have been 


incurred to and at the place of exportation. 
| Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all ad valorem 
duties authorized to be levied under this act, or of the act 
| of which this is amendatory, which shall exceed twenty- 
five per centum ad valorem, shall, on the ist day of Sep- 
tember, 1815, be reduced to that rate. 


| posed by the said act, hereby amended, which are not here 
| inbefore changed, increased, altered, modified, or reduced, 
| shall be and remain; and shall be Jevied and collected in 
the same manner as other duties upon imports; and all 
clauses, provisoes, and other provisions of the said act not 
hereby altered, amended, or expressly repealed, shall be 
and remain in as full force and effect as if the same had 
been reénacted in this act. 
| Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the twelfth sec - 
tion of the said act shall be. and the same is hereby, so far 
modified that all goods imported from within or this side of 
| the Cape of Good Hope may remain in the public stores 
| for the term of one hundred and twenty days, instead of the 
term of sixty days, prescribed in the said section; and that 
all goods imported from beyond the Cape of Good Hope 





may remain in the public stores for the term of one hundred , 


Src. 13. ud be it further enacted, That all duties im- ! 


may deem proper, the high sense entertained by Congress 
of the generous zeal dixplayed by the British authorities at 


| Gibraltar ; and the commander, officers, and crew of her 


Britannic Majesty’s ship Malabar, in endeavoring to save 
from destruction the American steam frigate Missouri, and 
in preserving the lives of her officers and crew, as well a 


| of the kindness and hospitality which characterized ther 


treatment of the ship’s company of that vessel after ber 
destruction by fire. 


On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the memorial of the Legis- 
lative council of Lowa fur a new land district, the office 
for which to be at lowa city. 


On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, it was 


Ordered, That the Commiltee for the District of Colum- 
bia be discharged from the consideration of the petition of 


| William Wheatley. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of Sarab B. 
Stith. 


Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the resolution 
of the House of the 5th of January last, in rela, 
tion to claims for horses lost in the service of the 
United States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, made a report upon the petition of Enoch 


Hidden, accompanied by a bill for his further re 
lief; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. ‘ 

Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made a report upon the pe- 
tition of William R. Jaynes, accompanied by * 
bill for his relief; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
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3 Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made a | ‘The bill for the relief of George W. and Reu- 
rt on the case of David Akerson, accom- | ben Allen, was taken up on its third reading. _ 
red bya bill for his relief; which was referred Mr. C. JOHNSON made a few remarks in 
the Committee of the Whole House to-mor- opposition to this bill. 
- Messrs. SAMPLE and DAVIS replied in de- 
fense of the claim. ‘ 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, also spoke in sup- 
port of the bill, and in reply to Mr. C. Jounson. 
The question was then put on the third reading 
of the bill; which was decided in the affirmative, 
and the bill read the third time and passed. 
| The bill for the relief of John Mullings, on its 
| third reading, was opposed by Mr. J. BRINK- 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Minois, it was | ERHOFF, and subported by Messrs. THOMP- 
Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be SON and TUCKER; was ordered to be engrossed, 
discharged from the consideration of the memorial of the || and then read the third time and passed. 
peirs of John Cook. | The following bills, after being ordered to be 
Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Inva- | arenes were severally read the third time and 
‘1 Pensions, made a report upon the case of || Passed: — . _ 
e Sommeraner, eat ot by a bill for | The bill for the relief of James C. Hallock; 
his relief; which was referred to the Committee A bill to refund a fine imposed on the late An- 
of the Whole House to-morrow. || thony Haswell, under the sedition law, to his 
Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made a || legal heirs and representatives; 
report upon the petition of D. A. W. Bodley, ac- || A bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 
companied by a bill for his relief; which was re- | The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 


. he Committee of the Whole H to- | others. 
— ee noe eons’ “|| "Mr. HUNGERFORD moved a reconsideration 
| 
| 

















a g. also, from the same committee, made an | 
adverse report upon the petition of William Scott; 
which was laid on the table . 

Mr. C. M. REED, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the improvement of certain harbors and rivers; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 


House to-morrow. 


Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF, from the same com- || Of the vote on the passage of the bill for the re- 
oo | lief of James C. Hallock. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, made some re- 

marks in opposition to the motion for reconsid- 

eration, when the question was put, and it was 
| rejected. 


mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition | 
of John Martin; which was laid on the table. | 

Mr. HUNGERFORD reported the following | 
bills; which were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow: 1 

A bill relative to the compensation of members || ; 
of Congress or Delegates re Territories, and of || Thomas Harrison; but before it was disposed of, 
certain officers, and for other purposes; and The House adjourned. 

A bill to equalize and fix the compensation of | 


the chiefs of certain bureaus, and for other pur- || The following notices of petitions, presented to day, were 
g || handed to the reporters by the members presenting them: 
Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the select com- || praying for a pension; which was relerred to the Count 
mittee on retrenchment, reported adversely to the || tee on Revolutionary Claims. 
petition of citizens of Tippecanoe county, in the || By Mr. STETSON: Additional evidence in the case of 
State of Indiana, for the abolition of the office of | Thomas Badger; which was referred to the Committee on 
chaplain in all the departments of the Govern- || nay Me, MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: A memorial, signed 
ment. : by several hundred citizens of Philadelphia, asking Con- 
Mr. SIMONS, from the select committee to || = to ant an appropriation for a dry-dock at the navy- 
iscoVv the cost t i | yard at that port. 
coe 4 ; 1] oe ane ar es See my | Also, a memorial praying Congress to revive the act of 
fraues OF Conus lave occurred in the engrave | 1837. granting pensions to the widows and infant children 
ing, lithographing, and printing of maps ordered || Of persons dying in the naval service of the United States. 
or executed by order of the Twenty-Sixth and || By Mr. DODGE, of Iowa: The preambie and joint reso- 
Twenty-Seventh Congresses, madea report there- | Jutions adopted by the Legislature of Lowa, at its last ses- 





propriety of paying the claims of the citizens of that Terri- 


on. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported back, without | 
amendment, the bill requiring one of the judges | 
of the circuit court of the District of Columbia to 
reside in the city of Alexandria, with a recom- | 
mendation in favor of its passage. 

The bill was accordingly read the third time, 


in resisting the attempts of the State of Missouri to take pos- 
which was reterred to the Committee on the Militia. 


priation to pay the debts of previous Legi-latures; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

| Also, a memorial from the same body, representing that 

the mail facilities from the States east of the Mississippi 

and passed. river to the Territory of Iowa, and particularly the cross 

: Mr. FRENCH, from the Committee on the || snails from Galena to the interior of fowa, ix, and has beens 
udiciar orte i i . || inadequate to the wants of the people of that section of the 

Caamnde, meee a we me ane enereeh || country, and urgently asking to have a weekly mail estab- 

, , 


; | lished, to be carried in pot coaches from the city of Galena, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, || in the State of [linois, to Iowa City, the capital of Lowa 





and made the order of the day for to-morrow; || Territory ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 


and t i || Office and Post Roads. 
a atoompanying report was ordered. to be Also, a joint resolution of the same body, asking the es- 
| 
1} 


F i tablishment of a post route from Nauvoo, Illinois, to Mon 
Mr. PRATT reported a bill for the establish- || trose, lowa; which was referred to the Committee on the 
ment of a bureau of statistics; which was read | 


| Post Office and Post Roads. 
twice,and referred to the Committee of the Whole || __ 4!s0, & joint resolution of the same body, asking Ggngress 


House | to defray the expenses of a treaty with the PottaWatomie 
, || Indians, and asking the removal of the Missouri, Sae and 
BILLS PASSED. 


Fox, and lowa Indians; which was referred to the Com 
. . 4 | mittee on Indian Affairs. 

The following bills, after having been ordered || Aiso, a memoriai from the same body, requesting their 
to be engrossed for a third reading, were sever- || Delegate to use his best exertions to obtain the establish 
ally read the third time, and passed: i; Ment of the following mail routes: From Washington, in 

he bill for the relief of John B. Schuyler; and 

The bill for the relief of William Glover. 





Mahaska Court House ; from Brighton, in Washington coun- 
ty, by way of Richland, in Keokuck county, to Mahaska 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved a reconsideration of || Court-House ; from Fox Post Office, in Van Buren county, 


the vote on the passage of the bill for the relief of | via the county seat of Davis county, to the center of Ap 


penoose county ; from Fairfield, via Agency City ,Otuumwa, 


The House took up the bill for the relief of |, 


| sion, requesting him to urge upon Congress the justice and || 
| 

tory for services rendered, and expenses incurred by them | 
1 j 
session of a portion of the country within the limits of Jowa; | 


Also, a memorial from the same body, asking an appro- | 


| Washington county, to Keokuck Court House ; thence to 
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Also, a memorial from the same body, praying Congress 
so to amend the preémption laws as to grant the right of 
preéinption to these who may have cuniel upon the public 
lands prior to their survey ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Ulinvis: The memorial of the Gen 
eral Assembly of the State of Illinois, praying a reduction 
of the rates of letter postage, and showing the gross injus- 
lice, as well as the injudicious policy, of the present rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Po-t Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. CARROLL: The petition of W. M. Brown and 
forty-five others ; the petition of E. R. Hammett and ferty- 

| seven others; the petition of Joel Gray and forty two oth- 

| ers, all of Livingston county, New York, praying for the 
abolition of the tranking privilege, and that the rates of 

| postage may be greatly reduced. 

| Also, the petition of David Warner and ninety-seven 
others, citizens of Ontario connty, New York, and of one 


|| hundred and ninety-two inhabitants of Albion, in the State 


of Michigan, asking for the abolition or modification of the 
| franking privilege, and a reduction of the rates of postage. 
| By Mr. MeCLERNAND: The petition of numerous citi- 
| zeus of Massac county, Hlinois, praying the establishment 
| of a mail route from Salem, in Kentucky, via Elizabeth- 
town, to Equality, in the State of [Mlinois; whieh was re 
ferred to the Commitee on the Post Office and Post Reads. 
By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Rufus Cotton 
| and sundry ethers, praying for a mail route from Chieago 
to Albany, via Babcock’s Grove, St. Charies, and Colton- 
| Ville. 
Also, the petition of A. B. Wadworth and sundry others, 
praying for a mail route from Chicago to Roscoe, via Ama- 
| zon and Hunter 
By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of the widow and heirs 
of John B. Chandona, of St. Joseph county, Indiana, pray- 
ing compensation in land for services rendered during the 
last war by the said Chandona. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 9, 1844. 


The Speaker has appointed the following gen- 
|| tlemen to compose the select committee on the 
| resolutions of the Legislature of Virginia, ex- 

ressing its opinion of certain resolutions of the 

Satine of Massachusetts: Messrs. Drom- 
| GooLe, Ruett, Born, Aspnortt, Repine, Straone, 
| Brencie, Rosperts, and Cumncu. 


THE RHODE ISLAND MEMORIAL. 


Mr. RAT!IBUN, who was entitled to the floor 
| during the morning hour on this subject, com- 
menced by recapitulating the observations he 
made yesterday in the course of the few minutes 
'| he was allowed to address the House; and par- 
| ticularly recalling the attention of the House to 
i the solemn declarations of the gentleman from 
| Rhode Island, [Mr. Cranston,] for the truth of 
which that gentleman appealed to Heaven, and 
expressed his readiness to take a sacred oath. 
|| The gentleman from Rhode Island solemnly as- 
serted that there was scarcely a truth in the me- 
morial from the twenty-six members of the Rhode 
Island Legislature, whose democracy he also de- 
nied, while he proclaimed himself to be a Jeffer- 
| sonian Democrat; and those declarations, and 
that professed democracy, he would proceed to 
examine. 
|| He then, by quotations from the works of Jef- 
|| ferson, and the declaration of rights, which, by 
|| the constitution of Virginia, formed a part of it, 
|| and other publications, showed what Jeffersonian 
Democracy was, and how it contrasted with the 
|| principles and practice of the gentleman from 
| Rhode Island. J+fferson held that the majbrity 
| of the people had the right to alter, amend, or 
| abolish any form” of government under which 
| they lived; and in that view the gentleman from 

Rhode Island was not a Jeffersonian Democrat. 
| This principle was incorporated in the consiitu- 
|| tions of seventeen States of this Union—Maine, 
| Connecticut, Vermont, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 

Delaware, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
| Indiana, Mississippi, [linois, Alabama, Mich- 
| igan, and Arkansas. In the State of New York 
| no such declaration was deemed necessary, either 
| in their constitution or the bill of rights; they 


| 





John B. rare and called for the reading of || Eddyville, 10 the Six Mile Prairic,in Mahaska county ; fram || fell back beyond constitutions which organize 
i 


the report in that case; which was read. 


to the bill. 
The question was then put on the reconsider- | io ee 


ation; which was carried. i 


<< C. JOHNSON made some further remarks || POrmanent and well conducted institution for the instruc 
” ppecaition to it. 
r. BRODHEAD, after a few remarks, moved 


| to disseminate useful knowledge throughout the commu 


for the present; which was agreed to. ‘| Landa. 


which was referred to the Commitiee on the Post Office and 


tion of youth in the various departments of learning, and 


nity, and praying Congress to graut to said institution a 


t . : “1 || township or thirty-six sections of good land for its endow- 
© postpone the further consideration of the bill |) ment; which was referred to the Committee on Public 


|| Fairfield to Mahaska Court-House ; (rom Bloomington, via || States, upon the inalienable and natural rights of 
r. J. made a few observations in opposition I Moscow, Tipton, Franklin, to Marion, in Linn county ; 

i} 

i} 


| man—a right which was recognized in all places 
|| where the people were held to be the source of 


Also, a memorial from the same body, representing that || power. . 
at their last session an act was passed incorporating the |; He next proceeded to say, that when a witness 
The question recurring on the passage of the || Jackson County Academy, at the town of Andrew, in the 
, By | county of Jackson, the object of which was to establish a 


} 


' on the stand, in a court of justice, made one state- 
| ment that was found to be erroneous, it operated 
| to throw discredit on all his other statements ; 
|and if the gentleman from Rhode Island was 

found to be in error on any one point, he could 
‘not expect that he would be held entitled to full 
‘| credibility in his other ‘assertions. The gentle- 
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dation on which democracy rests. 

Mr. CRANSTON said he did not deny the 
right of revolution to the people; he did not deny 
the right of the people to change the form of their 
government when it was administered contrary 
to the principle on which it was established, or 
when it was oppressive, and could not be en- 
dured; but he hid not admit that they could 


against law, and without any cause. 







explanation; but he had so understood the gen- 
tleman before, substanually. The gentleman from 
Rhode Isiand would not admit the right of the 
people to alter, amend, or abolish their constitu- 
tion, without the consent of the Legislature; but 
he asserted that they had the right, in the exer- 
cise of an original, tuherent power, which over- 
rode alllaw. The gentleman from Rhode Island 
might call that revolution, or ultra Democracy; 
but it was what he held to be the right of the peo- 
ple. And who but the people should judge when 
a government was oppressive and odious and des- 
potic? Who should say that the time had come 
when it should be endured no longer—the people 
or the gentleman from Rhode Island? Or should 
it be left to the law-making power by which the 













lt chant "te 






by the gentleman from Rhode Island in reference 
to Governor Dorr, and some subsequent correc- 
tions of what the gentleman admitted to have been 
said under much excitement. 
from Rhode Island admitted that Governor Dorr 
was an honest man, but he objected to his vision- 
4 ary theories in relation to universal suffrage, and 


















Ireland. 


STON. 

Mr. RATHBUN then resumed: But the gen- 
tleman had told them that there was not a word 
of truth contained in the memorial; that he would 

j like to see the twenty-six men who signed it, 
= brought before him, for that they would not dare 
to hold up their heads in support of the charges 
which they had there set forth. They had raised 
their heads in the Legislature of their own State; 
they had raised their heads in favor of the consti- 
tution adopted by the people; but they dared not 
raise their heads, forsooth, in the august presence 
















ve strong arm of his power, and not dare to raise 
their heads for fear of encountering the awful frown 
















was not quite convenient for him to come. 
why wus it not convenient? Why did not the 
gentleman tell the House why? He would tell 
them, as the gentleman had get done so. It was 
because, by the strong arm of the law, arbitrarily 






ple’s rights, he had been plunged into a dungeon 
prepared for felons. 

Mr. CRANSTON rose to make an explana- 
tion. 

Mr. RATHBUN refused to yield the floor 
Governor Dorr had not come here, because he 
was inclosed within prison walls; and for what 
cause was he sojmprisoned? Because he was in 
favor of the adoption of the people’s constitution, 
Because he entertained the radical opinion, and 
expressed that opinion, that the people hada right 
to change their constitution and form of govern- 
ment; and because the people, in the exercise of 
the right which the God of nature had given them, 
had chosen him to preside over them, It was for 
this that he was deprived of his liberty; not by 
the power of Rhode Island alone, but backed by 
a power from the arsenals of this Goverament, 
in the shape of ball and buckshot. He fell under 




















had served. 


change it as often as they pleased, without law, | 


of the gentleman from Rhode Island! they would | 
_ before the majesty of his countenance, and | 
t 


| 
| 


people were oppressed and ground down? What | 
was the gentleman’s Jeffersonian Democracy ? | 
He proceeded to notice some declarations made | 


of a gentleman who had grossly insulted them as | 
well as the State in which they reside. The gen- | 
tleman had said to the House that he would like || 
to see Governor Dorr brought here; but that it |) 
And | 


| 


| they would not have been upon the floor of Par- | 


| liament to bear testimony as to the purity and | 
Mr. RATHBUN thanked the gentleman for the || 
| 
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man from Rhode Island professed to be a Jeffer- ing to maintain the people’s rights—to maintain | Mr. POTTER, of Rhod 


sonian Democrat, and yet he struck at the foun- | 





the doctrines of the whole body of the people, | 
except those who had hitherto maintained the | 
unpopular and unnatural doctrine that the Gov- | 
ernment has all the power, the people none. 
Why, if Washington or Jefferson, or the pa- | 
triots who signed the Declaration of Independence, | 
had fallen into the hands of the sovereign whose 
laws they were setting at defiance, they would | 
have been treated as Mr. Dorr is treated; and 


honesty of their intentions. But the gentleman 


| said, if Mr. Dorr had had patience, he might have 


| been upon this floor. 


If he had been patient! 


| Yes, if he had been content to let the government 


_ embraced in the memorial, which the gentleman | 


of Rhode Island go on under the charter of 


might have been honored with the privilege of 
representing that people upon this floor. 
Mr. R. then proceeded to enumerate the charges 


| from Rhode Island [Mr. Cranston] had asserted 


were false from beginning to end; and combated 
his assertion. 

After dwelling on this portion of the picture, 
he would not, to be sure, like to talk on it as long 


| as the honorable gentleman said he wished to do, 


(five hours;) but he should like to have time to 


spread many materials which he had in his pos- | 
session, before the gentleman and the House. He 


would, however, read for his benefit one clause 


in the ** constitution of the people,’’ about which || 


so much had been said. One clause of it provided 


| that the General Assembly should not have the 


The gentleman || 


the right of the people to change and alter the || 
form of their government. He also alluded tothe | 
gentleman’s declaration that, for the new consti- | 

; tution, names were found as voters, of men who | 
bf had been long dead, and of many who were in | 


_ tution giving a better protection to property than | 


Some explanations were made by Mr. CRAN- || 


power to contract State debts to an amount ex- | 
ceeding $50,000, without the consent of the peo- | 


ple. Another clause provided for the establish- 
ment of a school fund. Here is a sample of the 
plunderers and robbers who wanted to seize upon 
the property of the rich men; who shouldered 
their muskets, and went out in the rain, with their 
coachmen and shoe-blacks. Here was a consti- 


was to be found in that of any other State in the 
Union. Now, he had something to say about 
the charges of the gentleman, to show whe were 
the freemen of Rhode Island. 


became free from foreign dominion; when, from 
tyranny, liberty leaped into life; when monarchy 


| was driven from the rest of the land, it found a 
_ hiding-place in Rhode Island—nestled there, and 


| preserved the last remnantof kingly 
_continent. That people—who fou 
| and suffered as much, as an 


tas bravely, 

other of the old 
thirteen States—alone, in the apaie galaxy, found 
no relief from the oppressions which drove them 
toarms. The monarch, it was true, was driven 
away; butin his place came the charter of Charles 
{1.—the dissolute tyrant, who, after wreaking his 
vengeance on the Dorrs of England, sent abroad 
his vile instrument, Jeffrys, who, after shedding 
torrents of blood, regretted, like Nero, that he 
had not a hundred heads to strike off at one blow. 
Among the victims of that bloody monster was 
the patriot who gave the first impulse to civiland 


religious liberty. He alluded toSydney; who, he | 


might say, was not more misrepresented, at the 
dark period at which he lived, than the slandered 


| and @bused Dorr. 


exercised, by the triumph of power over the peo- || 


| Rhode Island lived so happy and contented. Mr. | 


He would read again, and from the charter un- 
der which the gentleman said that the people of 


R. here read a clause from the charter of Charles 
ll., purporting that the Governor and Deputy 
Governor and company of Rhode Island should 
have full power and eachoeiny to appoint and alter 
the times and places of the meetings of the Gen- 
eral Assembly; and they should choose and ap- 
pointso many persons as they might think proper, 
who should be free of said company. There is 
a sample of the charter of Rhode Island; and the 
honorable gentleman [Mr. Cranston] in main- 
taining that charter, maintains the right of the 


| Governor and company of Rhode Island to say 


| ercise the elective franchise. 


the despotic power of that Government which he | 


who should be freemen, and have the right to ex- 
It was to overturn 
such a charter as that, that Dorr and his associ- 
ates resorted to the measures which the gentle- 
man so much denounced. 

The SPEAKER here announced that the gen- 


e fell as others had fallen—to fight- |! tleman’s hour had expired. 


| 


Charles II., grinding the people to the dust, he 


When the Revo- | 
lution took place, and the States of this Union | 


pace on this | 
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e Island ‘pblaingt % — 
floor, and said a few words in too ue a _ the Thom 
be heard; but was understood to move for a son, 5 
postponement of the subject till Monday nex; sure 
| The motion was agreedto. ‘* , will 
| COURTS IN OHIO. a 
i . spilte 
Mr. MOORE submitted the following resoly. bi 
_ tion; which was considered, and agreed to: der, E 
Resolved, That the Committee on ihe Judiciary be Inger 
structed to report to this House, on or before Monday y In. jel P. 
the bill passed by the Senate, and referred to said ¢ ~~) Mose 
| tee, entitled ‘An act to repeal the act entitled an Set Reed. 
| amend the act of the 10th March, 1830, entitled ay a Seve! 
| change the time of holding the circuit and district comme 200, 1 
| the district of Ohio.” a Wint 
| SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGoons, S 
|_ Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee o [e 
| Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill M 
| to repeal so much of the act of 23d August, 1949 for ' 
|| as requires the second regiment of dragoons to), ity! 
converted into a regiment of riflemen, repori eth 
_ the same back, without amendment, and jt way thel 
|| referred to the Committee of the Whole on th. por 
|| State of the Union. 
| NORTHWESTERN BOUNDARY. h 
‘| Mr. WENTWORTH presented resolution Ie ®? 
|| from the Legislature of the State of Illinois, in. Co 
| eas 


structing its Senators and requesting its Repre. 
sentatives to use their influence for a settlemen, 
of all conflicting claims relative to the northweg. 


| ern boundary question. 
| On motion of Mr. W., they were ordered t) the 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on Mj. an 
itary Affairs. : 
| AMENDMENT TO THE RULES. a 
‘|| Mr. C. JOHNSON gave notice that he would col 
hereafter move to amend the rules and orders by | 
_ adding thereto the following: thi 
| ‘That the House may at any time. by a vote ofa majority | 
| of the members present, suspend the rules and orders, for ru 
the purpose of going into a Committee of the Whole House or 
|| on the state of the Union, and also for providing for the 
discharge of the committee from the further consideration 
| of any bill referred to it, after acting without debate on aij 
amendments pending, and that may be offered. 
| BENJAMIN MURPHY. - 
| Mr. THOMPSON, by leave, from the Con- ne 
| mittee on Indian Affairs, to which was referred 
| the bill from the Senate, entitled ** An act for the 
relief of Benjaniin Murphy,’’ reported the same 
| without amendment. g 
| MODIFICATION OF THE TARIFF, 
‘|| Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, made a report on the subject of the 
| tariff, to accompany the bill reported by him yes- 
| terday; which was referred to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. , 
| Mr. LEWIS said, that believing the report to ( 
be one not only on a most important subject, but 
! 


avery able one, accompanied by some valuable 
statistical tables calculated to give general in- 
formation, he moved the printing of twenty-five 
_ thousand extra copies of it. : 
| The SPEAKER observed that the motion to 
print extra copies was not then in order. The 
gentleman could give notice of his intention to 
make such a motion, and it would come up to- 
morrow. 

Mr. LEWIS then gave the necessary notice. 

Mr. HALE moved to suspend the rules to en- 
able the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. ae) 
to move for the printing of an extra number 0 
the report of the Committee of Ways and Means 
on the tariff. 

Mr. SCHENCK demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, the question was taken, and 
resulted—yeas 108, nays 60; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, Edward J. 
| Black, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlia, 
Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Reubea 
Chapman, Chappell, Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Richard 
D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dillingham, 
| Dromgoole,Dunlap, Elmer, Farlee,Ficklin, Foster, French, 
| Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammeu, Haralson, Henley, 
| Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, 

Hughes,James B. Hunt, Charles J.Ingersoll, Jameson,Cave 

Jonson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Joues, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, 

Lewis. Lucas, McCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, McCler- 

nand, MeConnell, MeDowajl, MeKay, Joseph Morris, Mur- 
i| phy, Norris, Payne, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbus, 
|| David 8. Reid, ing, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, 
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symour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simp- 

Thomas Ht See T. Smith, Phomas Smith. Robert Smith, 
Ol Stetson pein, Seen hes, Tapia, SHED 
seer Tucker, Weller entworth, Wheaton, | DN 2 ee 3 
son, TibDON> award Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—108.” The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Wiline? Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, |, Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
as Milton Brown, Jeremiali Brown, Carroll, Causin, |) ment, reporting, in compliance with a resolution 
Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Cravesno, Garrett Davie, aataes | of the Senate of the 23d ultimo, information upon 
Ellis, Pita, cook, ve thinaien unt tascoh R. || the subject of an examination of the drawings and 


Die : Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. codes ; ee 
de, Hardie, Perley B. Gehabod,Jdbn P,Kenkedy, n- | plan of William S. Colquhoun, of Virginia, for 
Inger the removal of sand bars. 


‘| P. King, Mcfivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, || 
Mosel Newton, Peyton, Preston, Rayner, Charles M. | On motion of Mr. SEVIER, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 


ell, Rodney | 
Reed, Roemalbert Smith, tephens, Summers, Thomas- | 
. Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, White, and | 
2 j 

| 


cy, rs, Sample, Schenck, Senter, 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
So the rules. were not suspended—two thirds | Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from sun- 
not voting in the affirmative. | dry citizens of Indiana, praying Congress to 


Mr.J.R INGERSOLL begged leave to state, || grant to the State of Indiana the unsold lands in 
r. J. R. 


; : ‘ | the Vincennes district, to be applied to the com- 
tion of the House, that the minor- | , ’ fy: 
for the informa 7 pletion of the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio 


mittee of Waysand Means would || !° : : 
It eee separately ba leave to present | river; which was referred to the Committee on 
either } : 


* } Palli : 
their views to the House in opposition to the re- | Public Lands. 


. || Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial 
port of oe MEDENY: || from H. R. Warren and others, citizens of the 
NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

| 
| 


Winthrop—60. 


town of Clay, in the county of Onondaga, New 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to print the | York, praying a reduction of the rate of postage; 
report, made to the Secretary of State by Mr. || Which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, memorials from forty-three citizens of 
| New Port, and eighty-six citizens of Port Huron, 
| St. Clair county, Michigan; from seventy-five 
citizens of Flint, in Genesee county, Michigan; 
and one hundred and eighteen citizens of Dexter, 
Michigan; praying an appropriation for a canal 
round the falls of St. Mary; which were referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. PORTER presented memorials from two 


Commissioner Smith, on the survey of the north- 
eastern boundary; which was agreed to. 


COAST SURVEY SERVICE. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then moved to print 
thecorrespondence between the Secretary of War 
and the Secretary of the Navy, communicated to | 
the Committee of Ways and Means by the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury, relative to the appoint- 
ment of Army and Navy officers to serve on the 
coast survey. 

Mr. VANCE objected to any more motions, as 
this was private bill day. 

Mr.J. R. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the | 
rules; which motion prevailing, the printing was | 
ordered. 


| Michigan; from one hundred and two citizens of 


Rochester, Oakland county; and from two hun- 
dred and three citizens of Detroit, Michigan; 
| praying for an appropriation for the construction 


JOHN P. SCHUYLER. |, ofa canal around the falls of St. Mary; which were 


On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the question 
of reconsideration of the vote yesterday on the 
case of John P. Schuyler, was postponed to the 
next private bill day. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were ordered to be en- 
grossed, and were read a third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Harrison; 

A bill for the relief of Hugh Wallace Wormley; | 

A bill for the relief of Enoch McDaniel; and || 


Mr. JOHNSON presented a resolution adopted 


Senators and Representatives from that State to 


| for the removal of obstructions from the naviga- 
tion of the Bayou Lafourche; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


the heirs of Absalom Tipton, praying Congress 





A bill for the relief of James Reid. || in the revolutionary war; which was referred to 
WILLIAM ELLERY. 


|| the Committee*on Revolutionary Claims. 

The House next took up a biil for the relief of ecru Feat &  MEBOTEE feos 
William Ellery, which was debated by Messrs. 
C. JOHNSON, DANIEL KING of New York, 
HAMLIN, HALE, VANCE, WINTHROP, 
and others. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on a mo- | 
tion to lay the bill on the table; aml they resulted 


gress to take some steps to secure a more regular 
reception of the southern mail. 
Mr. S. agreed with the memorialists that some 








proper remedy which occurred to him was to de- 
cenit? duct, for each failure, $1,000 from the salary of 
Eth UN oon Ws ' 6 the Postmaster General. ; 
0 the bill was laid on the table. The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Mr. WELLER gave notice of a motion of || the Post Office and Post Roads. 
reconsideration of the vote just taken. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that when 
House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday || Portland, Connecticut, praying the Senate to re- 
next, at eleven o’clock; which was agreed to. | 

The House then adjourned. 
| rejected. 

Mr. H. made some remarks touching the mis- 
apprehension of the memorialists as to the action 
of the Senate. 





The following notices of petitions, presented to-day, were 


| 
handed to the reporter by the members presenting them : | The treaty was not rejected, but 
> 


confirmed, with amendments. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DAYTON presented a similar memorial 
from citizens of New Castle, Delaware, on the 
same subject as the above; which received the 
same reference. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented four memo- 
rials—one from one hundred and sixty-five citi- 
Z of Ypsilanti; one from ninety-two citizens 


By Mr. MURPHY : The memorial of Doctors John Car- 
Penter and James E. Dubois and fifty seven others, citizens 
of New Utreeht, in the State of New York, praying for the 
abolition of the spirit ration in the Navy; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petition of numerous cit- 
zens of Franklin county, Hiinois, praying the establishinent 
ola post office at Rain’s Mills. near the post route. from 
Benton, in said county, to Mount Vernon. in Jefferson 
county; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana: The petition of W: A. 
ines praying a mail route from Decatur to Liberty Mills, 

na. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of Stephen T. Covell 
and one hundred and ninety-six others, citizens of Corning, 
“teuben county, New York, praying the redaction of post- 
age, and that a law may be passed abolishing the franking | 


of Manchester, Washington county; one from 
one hundred and four citizens of Gibraltar; and 


privilege in every form, making the Government péy for the 
use of the Department more justly and equally im : 


whieh was referred tothe Committee ou the Post Office and 
ost Roads 


\ 
} mittee on Roads and Canals 


hundred and sixty-six citizens of Kalamazoo, | 


| Lenawee county; from seventy-seven citizens of | 


| by the Legislature of Louisiana, eeqnent ie the | 


use their exertions to procure an appropriation | 


for five years’ commutation pay on account of | 
| the services of Captain Tipton, who was killed | 


Charles N. Johnson and two others, praying Con- | 


| Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from | 
the | Samuel S. Buckingham and others, citizens of | 


consider their vote of last year by which a treaty | 
of navigation and commerce with Texas was | ' | 
|, ary to the act for the relief of William Wynn; 
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| referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. | 


| 


Mr. JARNAGIN presented a memorial from | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} steps should be taken to remedy the failures. The | 
| 
| 








an appropriation to construct a canal around the | 
falls of St. Mary; which was referred to the Com- 
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Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce, New York, upen the 
subject of constructing new lights in the harbor 
of New York; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a petition from 
R. H. Eddy and others, engineers, inventors, and 
manufacturers, interested in the progress of use- 
ful arts, suggesting sundry alterations in the laws 
relating to patents and the Patent Office; which 
were referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from the 
presidents and directors of all the railroad com- 
panies tn Virginia, asking Congress to passa law 
admitting railroad iron free of duty; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed, a bill 
for that purpose having been reported. 

Also, the petition of Philip Nelson, and other 
heirs of the late General Thomas Nelson, of Vir- 
ginia, praying Congress to pass a law granting to 
them the commutation pay and interest due to a 
major general of the Virginia State line; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, and ordered to be printed, , 

Also, a petition from George H. Matthews, of 
Buckingham, and other citizens of the county of 
Cumberland, Virginia, praying Congress to pass 
a law granting relief to the surviving families of 
the officers, seamen, and marines who perished 
on board the United States schooner Grampus; 
which was referred to the Committee 6n Naval 
Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the peti- 
tion and papers of Dr. George Yates. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, it was ordered that 
the resolution of the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, on the subject ef the annexatton of Texas 
to the United States, be taken from the table and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 





REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of the 
widow of David R. Porter, praying to be allowed 
certain pay to which her husband was entitled, 
by way of outfit as resident minister at Constan- 
tinople, and also for pension, made an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a petition of the officers and crew of 
the steamer Missouri, praying indemnity for the 
loss of property by the destruction of that vessel, 
reported a bill which embraces some other perma= 
nent matters supplementary to the act entitled, 
** An act regulating the pay of the Navy of_the 
United States;”? which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, with an amend- 
ment, the bill giving the assent of Congress to the 
State of Illinois to impose a tax on lands hereafter 
sold in the State, from and after the time of such 
sale. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back, with an amendment, 
the bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands in favor of settlers and cultivators. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill supplement- 


| which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported back without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that itdo pass, House 
bill to transfer the names of pensioners from the 
agencies in the State of Kentucky to the agency 
at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Also, from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the petition of Lewis Davis fora 
pension; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
| petition of the heirs of Thomas G. Peachey, for 
indemnity for property destroyed during the Rev- 


| 
| 


one from one hundred and forty-two citizens of || olution; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
Marshal, Calhoun county, Michigan—praying for | and be printed. 


On mot,on of Mr. EVANS, the Conimittee on 


| Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 


| eration of the petition of Eliza Maury, for the re- 


, 
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newal of pension, and it was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the consideration 
of ine cases of Mary Ann Morrice, the widow of 
Davis F. Morrice,and the petition of Robert Ram- 
say; and they were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. JOHNSON gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to cun- 
firm the rates of public lands in the State of Lou- 
isiana in certain cases, and for other purposes. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PORTER, on leave, introduced a bill au- 
thorizing the opening of a canal around the Falls 
of St. Mary, atthe outlet of Lake Superior; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

ACTING MIDSHIPMEN, 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was ordered 
that the report of the Secretary of the Navy of 


the 8th instant, in relation to the appointments | 


of acting midshipmen, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was ordered 
that the report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Oflice, on the subject of the receipt 
of illegal fees by the land officers, be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


OREGON QUESTION, 


Mr. MOREHEAD here remarked that the | 


hour for the orders of the day had nearly arrived; 
but several Senators had assured him that they 
would be compelled to leave their seats in conse- 
quence of the exposed situation of the Chamber— 
almost all the glass in the windows havin: been 
broken by the firing of the cannon by the United 
States re If it would, therefore, be agree- 
able to the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


Bucnanan,} who was entitled to the floor on || 


the Oregon question, he would move that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he was very 
anxious to proceed in his remarks; but, from the 
necessity of the case, he would have to yield his 
wishes. 

The Senate then adjourned till to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpary, March 11, 1844. 
The Journal of Saturday having been read, 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 


ness in order would be the call of the States for || 


resolutions. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


| 
| 


Mr. CRANSTON asked leave to make a per- | 


sonal explanation. 
No objection being made, 


Mr. CRANSTON read an extract from an ar- |! 
ticle in the Globe in reference to the remarks of |) 
Mr. Ratueon, of Saturday, on the Rhode Island || 
question, that ** Mr. R. had made him (Mr. C.) || 


take back nearly all he was understood to say | 


yesterday; and that he (Mr. C.) seemed willing 


to take back all, but that Mr. R. would not yield || 
Now, | 


the floor to him to enable him to do so0.”’ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ” 


| Mr. CRANSTON said no; the Intelligencer 


| did not give one quarter of what he said. 
Mr. BURKE wished the gentleman to state 
whether the report was correct as far as it went. 
Mr. CRANSTON replied that it was correct 
as far as tt went. 
Mr. BURKE then read the following extract 
from Mr. Cransron’s remarks, as reported in 
the National Intelligencer: 
“ He had, however, no objection to the gentleman’s send 
ing for all who voted for Dorr’s constitution, though some 


of them, at least, were in their graves months before that 
constitution was voted for. There were more than two 


thousand men of those whose names appeared as voting for || 
that constitution who had not been in the State of Rhode 
Island for four years previous to that ime. Where did the 

Did he expect to dig up || 


|| gentleman expect to find these ? 
the bones of those who had slept quietly in their graves be- 
fore the question on the adoption of the constitution was 
put?) Would he go to Ireland for the five hundred voters 


who were upon these shores when that constitution was | 


voted for?” 


Now, he would ask the gentleman if it was not 


here plainly stated, that five hundred of these || 


voters were in Ireland, and the rest (fifteen hun- 
dred) in their graves? 


| not bear such a construction. The gentleman had 


drawn the inference that fifteen hundred were in | 
| their graves, because he had said that there were | 


‘ 


| two thousand who were not in the State when the 
| constitution was voted for. 

| Mr. BURKE said that he did not draw any in- 
ference. The gentleman’s language was a state- 
ment of facts. 

Mr. CRANSTON said that nobody else but the 
gentleman from New Hampshire would draw the 
| inference that fifteen hundred of these voters were 
| in their graves. He meantto say that two thou- 
| sand and more of those whose names were re- 

ported to have voted for this constitution were 
| not in the State at the time, and did not vote for 
| it. Mr. C. was proceeding at length to give his 
| reasons for making this assertion, when 

Mr. RATHBUN inquired if the gentleman was 
going to make another speech ? 
| Mr. CRANSTON said no; his object was to 

get an answer to the question he asked from the 
gentleman from New York. 
| Mr RATHBUN said he was ready to answer 
| the gentleman, if he would yield him the floor. 
Mr. CRANSTON declined giving up the floor. 
He wished the gentleman to make a simple reply 
to the question he asked. 
Mr. RATHBUN said he had no objections to 
state whatever he knew on the subject, in answer 
| to the gentleman, at a fitting time. 

Here repeated calls were made for the orders 
of the day. e 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from 
Rhode Island that it was not in order to debate 
the general question—that he could only refer to 
| what he wished to explain in relation to the re- 

ort. 
: Mr. CRANSTON said he did not wish to de- 
bate the general question; all he wanted was an 
explanation from the gentleman from New York. 
Now he averred that he had taken nothing back 
of what he said in his speech. He rose several 
times to correct the gentleman, but he made no 


| admissions. 


he called on the member from New York, and | 
every member present atthe time, to say whether | 


this was correct? and he would be gind if the gen- || 
tleman from New York would state what port of |, 


his remarks he was compelled to take back. After 


some remarks in relation to the constitution of || 


Rhode Island, Mr. C. went on to say that he | 


rose several times, while the gentleman from New || tee, entitled “ An act to repeal the act entitled an act to 
York was speaking, to correct him; for instance: || 


the gentleman quoted him as having stated that 
there were several hundreds who voted for Dorr’s 


constitution who were in their graves; whereas | 
he had said no such thing, and accordingly rose to 


Here the call for the orders of the day was re- 
peated by several. 


COURTS IN OHIO. 
Mr. SAUNDERS called the attention of the 


House to the following resolution submitted on 
| Saturday by Mr. Moore: 


structed to report to this House, on or before Monday next, 
the bill passed by the Senate, and referred to said commit- 


amend the act of the 10th March, 1830, entitled an act to 


|| change the time of holding the circuit and district courts 
|| in the district of Ohio.”* 


correct thatstatement. The gentleman also quoted | 
him as making charges against his constituents | 
of being ruffians; whereas he applied that epithet | 


to people who were on the borders of the State; 
and he said that those who intended to rush in 
after the city of Providence was taken, were ruf- 
fians. 

Mr. BURKE wished the gentleman to state 


Mr. S. said that he was not in the House at 
the time the resolution was offered; but having 
since seen it, he considered it a censure on the 
committee. Now, (Mr. 8S. said,) the committee 
were ready to report this bill back to the House, 


|, but were prevented from doing so by the gentle- 


| man who offered it, who asked them not to make 
| @ report on it till his colleague from the Cincinnati 
| district (Mr. Duncan] had been heard before the 
| committee. After this request had been made, he 


whether he was reported correctly in the National || thought it strange that the gentleman should have 


Intelligencer. 


' submitted such a resolution to the House. 


Mr. CRANSTON said that his language would || 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


Re lI, 
|| Mr. POTTER, of Ohio, explained the p...-> 
| 3 P € reas 
|| why the resolution was offered, to be th 
| of some members of the Ohio delegation to h 
|| the bill decided in the House. He did not te 
| sider the resolution as implying any censure y 
|| the Judiciary Committee, and declared that » > 
|| was intended. one 
|| Some_further explanations followed, fr 
|| Messrs. VINTON, POTTER, of Ohio, Sauy 
|| DERS, MOORE, and DUNCAN. mis 
| Mr. VANCE hoped the resolution passed 
|| Saturday would be reconsidered; and that, » 
| the explanation, the Committee on the Judicia 
| would be satisfied that no disrespect was intended 
towards them. ; 
The resolution was then reconsidered; and, o 
' motion of Mr. Wetter, laid on the table. ° 


NEW YORK RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. LEONARD presented to the House rego. 
lutions of the Legislature of the State of Ney 
York, instructing their Senators and request 
| their Representatives to vote for an Appropriation 

| for the improvement of the Hudson river. 


OREGON. 


Mr. A. V. BROWN, chairman of the Commit. 
tee on Territories, reported a bill extending the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction of the courts of the 
Territory of Lowa, south and west of said Terr}. 
|| tory to the Pacific; which was referred to the Com. 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

_and ordered, together with the report, to be printed, 
| _ The bill extends said jurisdiction west of the 
Rocky Mountains, from latitude 42° south to 540 
40’ of north latitude. It gives six hundred and 
forty acres of land to each inhabitant of any State 
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or Territory who may have heretofore removed, 
or may hereafter remove to that country and cul- 
tivate and use the same for five years. Also, one 
| hundred and sixty acres for the wife of said in- 
| habitant, and the like quantity to each child when 
taken there, or which may be born in the Terri- 
| tory. It further provides for the appointment of 
|| another judge for the Territory of lowa, who is 
|| to reside in Oregon; and also for the appointment 
of justices of the peace. 

he sum of one hundred thousand dollars is 
appropriated to build forts on the main pass to 
| Oregon, and within it, and to carry into effect the 
other provisions of the bill. 
| Mr. LEONARD and Mr. FISH obtained per- 
| mission to present petitions from New York. 
Mr. COBB called for the orders of the day. 


RESOLUTION DAY. 


The SPEAKER announced the order of busi- 
| ness to be the call of the States for resolutions, 
|| commencing with South Carolina. 
|| Mr. COBB offered a resolution fixing the hour 

of meeting of the House hereafter at eleven 
| o’clock; and on this he moved the previous ques- 

tion. 

On the question of seconding the demand for 
the previous question, tellers were demanded; 
and Messrs. Causin and Burke were appointed; 
and they reported—ayes 69, noes 38; being less 
than a quorum. 

The SPEAKER said there was undoubtedlya 
| quorum in the House, and he requested genile- 

men to vote on one side or the other. 

The vote was again taken; and resulted—ayes 

75, noes 51. 

The main question being then put, ‘Shall the 
| resolution be adopted ?’’ the yeas and nays were 
| ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 12%, 
| nays 33; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Arrington, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Benton, James Black, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, 
Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 
|| Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, Carroll, 
|| Causin, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clingman, 
Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Richard D. Davis, Jolin W. 
Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Elmer, Ficklin, Fish, French, Byram 
Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, 
Raye, Henley, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Hun 

urd, Washington Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Cave Johnson, 
’erley B. Johnson. Andrew Johnson. George W. Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel 

P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lump- 
| kin, Lyon, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDow- 
|| ell, Moore, Edward J. Morris, Murphy, Owen, Peyton, Eur 
i ery D. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Rathbun, Charles M. 
| Reed, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robin- 
I} son, Rockwell, Rogers, Russel!, St. John, Saunders, Senter, 
1 David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T- 

Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, 
|| Andrew Stewart, Jobn Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Taylor, 





| 
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ibbatts, Tucker, Vance, Weller, Wentworth 
Tham WT eatOn, White, \ Villiams, Woodward, Joseph 
‘ri d Yost—127., 
A. Wrights Messrs. Barnard, Edward J. Black, Jeremiah 
pbell, Chilton, Collamer, Cranston, Garrett 
Foster, Hardin, ee eer # 
sep: R. Ingersoll, Lewis, Mactay, Mclivaine 
Jjoge® N, Joe Moseley, Newton Rayner, odney, Sam: 
‘gchenck, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, Summers, Til- 


pee “yler, Vinton, and Wintbrop—33. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


LACK, of Georgia, offered the follow- 
siesiee, and called for the previous ques- 





Sarr 


pavis, Foot, 


ing reso 
tion: br 

Resolved, That Congress has no constitutional power to 
polish slavery in the Territories of the United States or in 
: District of Columbia, or to receive any petition, memo- 
~ or other paper, the purpose of which is to accomplish 
that object, either directly or indirectly. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the resolution || 
be laid upon the table. | 
Mr. 


ee 


ADAMS inquired whether the resolution || 
jid not come within the rule which prohibits he 
reception of all papers relating to the subject of 


? 
seweSPEAKER replied that he did not con- 


sider it as coming within the rule. 

On the motion to lay on the table, the yeas and 
nays were demanded, and ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were— | 
yeas 96, nays 61; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Benton, James Black, Blackwell, 
power, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhotf, Brodhead, William J. 
Brown, Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Clinch, 
Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, Foster, French, Willis 
Green, Byram Green, Grider. Hamlin, Hardin, Henley, 
Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Hubard, Hungerford, James B. 
Huot, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Jenks, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, 
Jonn P. Kennedy, Preston King, Leonard, Lucas, Me- 
Causien, Maclay, McClelland, McDowell, Moore, Joseph 
Morris, Moseley, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Emery D. 
Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Rayner, David S. Reid, 
Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Robinson, Rodney, Russell, St. John, 
Sample, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
Simons, Slidell, Jobn T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert | 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, John Stewart, Stone, Sum- | 
mers, Taylor, Tibbatts, Tucker, Tyler, Weller, Went 
worth, Wheaton, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost— 


9%. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Ed- 
ward J. Black, Bossier. Bowlin, Burt, Carroll, Reuben 
Chapman, Chappell, Chilton, Collamer, Cranston, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Ellis, Ficklin, Foot, 
Giddings, Hale, Hammett, Haralson, Houston, Hudson, 
Hughes, Washington Hunt, Irvin, Perley B. Johnson, Dan- 
jel P. King, Labranche, Lewis, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCon- 
nell, McIlvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Newton, 
Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Roberts, Rockwell. Rogers, Saun- 
ders, Schenck, Severance, Simpson, Caleb B. Smith, An- 
drew Stewart, Stiles, Thomasson, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Woodward, and William Wright—61. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and justice of | 
extending the benefit of an act entitled “ An act granting | 
half pay and pensions to certain widows,’’ approved July 
7, 18388, to widows whose husbands have died since the | 
passage of said act, or who shall hereafter die, if such | 
widows shall otherwise be entitled to the same. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, it was 


Resolved, That the papers relating to the claim of John 
Robinson, administrator upon the estate of George M. Lav- 
ender, deceased, accompanying this motion, be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. CHAPPELL, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire intoand report on the expe- | 
diency of transporting the mail between the cities of | 
Charleston and Savannah by steamboats daily, in lieu of 
the present daily transportation by land. 


On motion of Mr. SIMPSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a mail route from Laurens Court-House, South Car- 
olina, by Anderson Court-House and Andersonville, in the 
same State, to Athens, Georgia. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which being objected to, lies 
over for one day: 


Resolved Yy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
it be recommended to the several State Legislatures to 
adopt an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, by adding to the fourth paragraph of the first sec- 
tion of article eleventh of the Constitution of the United 
States, these words : 

“And when Congress shall have fixed the ratio of repre- 
sentation after each enumeration of the  rarwenernts of the 
United States, it shall be the duty of the Legislatures of the 
Several States to divide their respective States into as many 
districts as such States may have Senators and Represent- 
atives in Cuongress—each district to contain, as near as may 
be, an equal number of population, according to the prin- 











ciple of representation in Congress ; and each district shall | 
elect an elector; so as to make said paragraph read thus: | 
The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes, 
which shall be the same throughout the United States; and | 
when Congress shall have fixed the ratio of representation, 
after each enumeration of the population of the Unired 
States, it shall be the duty of the Legislatures of the several | 
States to divide their respective States in'o as many dis- | 
tricts as such States may have Senators and Represeut 
atives in Congress—each district to contain, as near as may 
be, an equal number of population, according to the prin - 
ciple of representation in Congress ; and each district shall 
elect one elector.” 


Mr. BOYD offered the following resolution, and 
demanded the previous question on it: 


Resolved, That twenty thousand extra copies of the bill 
and report of the Committee of Ways and Means, in rela- 
lation to the tariff, be printed for the use of this House. 


The demand for the previous question having 
been seconded, and the main question ordered, it 
was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 109, nays 50. 


On motion of Mr. CALDWELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing | 
pensions to Lorina Holland, Nancy Reed, Judah French, 
Eleanor Kingston, Catharine Taylor, Nelly White, Samuel | 
Williams, Dennis Hopkins, Delila Johnson, and Hugh War- 
ren, in conformity with the declarations and papers in their 
respective cases now on file in the office of the Commis 
sioner of Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
this House, at as early a period as practicable, the progress 
made in the purchase of the sites, and in the construction 
of the marine hospitals on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
and Lake Erie, authorized and required by the act entitled 
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under the direction of the Doorkeeper, and place 
them under the direction of the Clerk of the 
House, 
_ Mr. HOLMES objected to the resolution; and 
it went over. 

_ Mr. M. BROWN offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs, to 


whom was referred a bill to divide the United States ito 
two military districts, in addition to the report it may see 


| proper to make on said bill, also report whether a commu- 
| nication has been received by said committee from Major 
| General Winfield Scott, touching the merits of said bill; 


“An act to provide for certain harbors, and for the removal | 


of obstructions in and at the mouth of certain rivers, and 


for other purposes, during the year 1836,” approved March | 


3, 1837, and accompany the same with estimates of the sums 
necessary for their completion 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire and report upon the expediency and pro- 
priety of amending the law regulating the pay of commis- 
sioned officers in the United States marine corps, so thatthe 


pay and emoluments of such officers, when attached to sea- | 
going vessels, shall be equal to their compensation when | 


doing duty on shore. 


Mr. SENTER offered the following resolution; 


but, as objection was raised, it lies over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 
this House the amount of revenue from the duties upon im- 
ports accruing in the months of January and February of 
the present year. 


Mr. ASHE offered the following resolution; 
which, being objected to, lies over one day: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


and contemplating eastern and western geographical divi 
sions in the Army of the United States, has been carried 
into execution ; whether said divisions do exist, with com 


if not, the reasons why; whether the appropriations for 
rations to the commanders of divisions have been applied 
as provided for by said section; whether a non-execution 
of this law, as respects divisions and their commanders, 
does not affect materially the rank, pay, and professional 


No. 40 of July 12, 1842 ; whether there are just reasons for 
command of a division of half of the Army; and if any, 
what; whether there are, also, just reasons for reducing 
| his pay from that of a major general, which he had received 


the Army Register of January of the present year; and 
whether or not the principle of depriving officers of com 


charge, specification, or court, is in accordance with the sev- 


| leave of absence as long as the highest in authority deemed 
proper, has appeared in the degradation of Major General 





Gaines, and in the reduction of his pay. 


Mr. A. JOHNSON submitted the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the chief clerk report to this House what 


number of deputy or sub-clerks of the House of Represent- 


atives he is authorized by Jaw or resolution to appoint, the 
number appointed, what States they are from, their various || 
employments, the amount of their salaries, out of what fund |). 





requested to inform this House whether the sixth section | 
of the act of (ongress, approved by him August 23, 1242, | 


mandants for each, as contemplated by said section; and | 


character of Edmund Pendleton Gaines, a major general in |} 
the Army, whose acknowledged merit had secured to him | 
acommand according to his war brevet of major general, | 
from the loth August, 1814, until the date pf general orders | 


withholding trom Major General Gaines his major general’s | 


for nearly thirty years, to that of a brigadier, as appears by | 


mands in the Army, by way of punishment, without a | 


enty fifth and seventy-seventh articles of war, as suggested | 
in Major General Scott’s report of the 3d November, 1842, | 
recommending that Major General Gaines be placed ona | 


they are paid, the number of hours they are employed each 


day, what will be their employment, if any, after the ad- 
journment of Congress, and whether any and all the duties | 
pertaining to the office of sa d clerk cannot be discharged 


with a less number of deputy or sub clerks than are now 


employed. Also, what duties are performed by the Clerk 1) 


of the House in person; and that the said chief clerk report 


to this House within the next ten days. 


Mr. PETTIT moved an amendment, to take 
the persons employed in the document-room from |! Byram Green, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Herrick, 


and if so, that said committee report the same to this House. 


Mr. HARPER offered the following resolu- 
tion; which, being objected to, lies over: 


Resolved, That the select committee to whom amend- 
ments to the Constitution have been referred, inquire inte 
the expediency of amendimg the Constitution of the United 
States, so that the voters in the several States may vote 
directly for President and Vice President. . 


Mr. SCHENCK offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House, if, in lis opinion, such cam 
munication will not be inconsistent with the publie inter- 
est, whether Duff Green, a citizen of the United States, bas 
been at any time within the last two years, employed and 
acting in any capacity as agent for this Government, or of 
any departinent thereof, in Great Britain, or any other for 
eign country; and if so, what has been the said Green's 
particular official relation to this Goverament ; under what 
authority of law, and by whom, he was appointed; what 
provision has been made for bis compensation, aud the 
amount of that compensation. 


Olijection being made by several, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HOLMES asked if the question was de- 
batable? If so, he should like to say a word, 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 86, nays 75—not two thirds; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, 
Barringer, Barnard, Bowlin, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buflington, Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Causin, 
Chilton, Clinch, Collamer, Cranston, Cutiom, Dana. Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickin<on, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Fish, Foot, Foster, Giddings, Wille 
Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Henley, 
Hoge, Hudsou, Hungertord, Washington Hunt, Charies J. 
Ingersoll, Lrvin, Jameson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Johu P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Lucas, MeConnetl, Melilvaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, 
Emery D. Potter, Rayner, David 8. Reid, Rockwell, Rod- 
ney, Rogers, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Severance, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stone, 
Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
Wethered, White, and Williams—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Edward J. Black, 
Blackwell, Bossier, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, 
Clinton, Cobb, Cross, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dillingham, Elmer, Ficklin, French, Byram Green, Haie, 
Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hebard, 
Hubbell, Hughes, James B Hunt, Cave Johnson, La 
branche, Leonard, Lewis, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCauslen,, 
Mactay, McClelland, MeClernand, MeDowell, MeKay, 
Owen, Payne, Pettit, Purdy, Rathbun, Rhett, Ritter, Rob- , 
erts, Robinson, Russell, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, 
Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, John 
Stewart, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, 


Wentworth, Wheaton, Winthrop, and Yost—75. 


Mr. POTTER, of Ohio, submitted the follow- 
ing joint resolution; which being objected to, 
went over: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
a joint committee be appointed to contract with one or 
more competent American artists, for the execution of a 
historical pieture, serving to ilusirate the success of the 
American arms in the late war with Great Britain; and that 
the subject be * the batile of New Orleans, January 8, 
1815,” the particular point of time in said battle to be lett 
to the choice of the artist, under the coutrol of the com- 
initlee. 


Mr. TILDEN offered the following resolution; 

on which be demanded the previous question: 
Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to suspend the 
| printing of the extra copies of the report of the Commitice 


| 

| 

| 

|| of Ways and Means, ow the subject of the amendment of 
|) the existing tariff law for ten days, so that the views of the 
} 


| mitority of that committee on the same subject (if by that 
| time presented to the House) may be published in equal 

| numbers with said report; and ubat the whole be put in 
| form for distribution together. 

Mr. FISH moved to lay the resolution on the 
‘table; and on this he called for the yeas and payai 
| which were ordered; and being taken, resulte 

yeas 93, nays 70; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton. Edward J. 
Black, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacod Brinkerhoff, 
Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caid- 
well, Campbell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Chappel), Clin 
} ton, Cobb, Cranston, Cullom, Riebard D. Davis, Joim W. 
| Davis, Dawson, Dromgoole, Duntap, Eimer, Fo-ter, Preach, 
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Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
geriord, James 6B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Johnsen, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kirkpat- 


| 


rick, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCaus- | 


lin, Maclay, MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Moore, Joseph Morrix, Murphy, Payne, Pratt, Purdy, Rath 

bun, David S. Reid, Reding, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, St. 
Johan, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Slidell, Thomas 
Sinith, Robert Smith. Stetson, John Stewart, Stone, Sykes, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weiler, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Williams, Woodward, William Wright, and Jo- 
seph A. Wright—93. 


AYS—Messrs, Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, | 
Barnard, Milton Brawn, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cary, | 


Carroll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, Chagman,Collamer,Dana, 
Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dickinson, Dillingham, Fish, Foot, 


Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Harper, | 


Henley, Hudson, Washington Huat, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Johu P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, McClelland, Melivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, 
Morse, Newton, Owen, Parmenter, Patierson. Peyton, Eli 
sha R. Poter, Almon H. Read, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, 
Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, 
Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb 1. Smith, Andrew 
Stewart, Summers. Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Weth- 
ered, Winthrop, and Yost—70. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| JOHNSON, the SPEAKER, Mr. HARDIN, 
| and Mr. BARNARD. : 


Mr. SCHENCK rose, and said he wished to 
raise a question of order. 


e appealed from the decision of the Speaker, and 
he should see whether a majority of this House 


would sustain this discourteous and irregular || 


practice of calling the previous question 


The SPEAKER contended that debate was | 


not in order. 


Mr. SCHENCK said he was not debating the || 
eget he was simply stating his point of or- || 
er, for he wished to be understood as appealing | 


from the decision of the Chair, that the previous 


| question might be thus called, and cut off all ob- || 


jections. 


The SPEAKER said it was the uniform prac- | 


|| tice of the House, 


amending the law so as to regulate and reduce the taxable | 
costs and feesin admiralty cases in the courts uf the United | 


States. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. McCAUSLEN gave notice that, on some 


subsequent day of this session, he would intro- 
duce a bill for the relief of Jonathan Been. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON asked the Clerk to read the 


notice which he gave on Saturday last of a mo- 
tion to amend the rules. 


The Clerk read it, as follows: 


That the House may, at any time, by a vote of the ma 


jority of the members present, suspend the rules and orders | 
for the purpose of going into the Committee of the Whole on | 


the etate of the Union; and also o1 providing for the dis- 


cbarge of the commitice from the con-ideration of any bill | 


referred to it, afler acting without debate on all amendments | 


pending and that may be offered. 


Mr C JOHNSON made the motion of which | 


he had given notice, and he called for the previous | 


question. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Hopxts in | 


the chair) said the gentleman’s motion was not 
in order at this time. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON contended that it was, and 


said he should be under the necessity of taking | 


an appeal from the decision of the Chair. He had 


given one day’s notice on Saturday last, and his | 
notice was entered on the minutes of the House; | 
and it was certainly competent now to call up that | 


subject, and for the House to alter the rules re- 
ferred to, 


*Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, asked if a vote i 


of two thirds would not be required to make the | 


change suggested ? 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said it would not, for the 
notice obviated a two-thirds vote. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. C. 
JOHNSON, the SPEAKER pro tempore, and 
others, took part. 

The SPEAKER then changed his decision, the 
previous question having been moved. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that the notice of the 
gentleman from Tennessee was not in order when 
it was given. 


cumstances, and the Speaker then told him that 
his motion was not in order; and that it could 
only be got in by a vote of two thirds. On ask- 
ing the Speaker when it would be in order, he 
was told that it could be regularly given on the 
resolution day; and he could not, therefore, un- 
derstand how the notice of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee could have been received on Saturday. 
He was in the House on Saturday, and he was | 
not aware that such a notice was given. But, 
further: the decision of the Speaker, in reference 
to his notice, was also anplied toa notice given by 
another gentleman, [Mr. Davis, of New York,} 
who had stated his intention to move to rescind the 
25th rule; how, then, could the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee get in his notice out of order? If, 
therefore, the House should determine to take up 


up the motion of which he had given notice for 
an amendment of the rules. 


Some conversation eneued between Mr. C. | 


The question was then taken on the appeal; | 
and the decision of the Chair was sustained as | 


the judgment of the House. 


| The question next recurred on seconding the | 

| demand for the previous question; and the vote 
was taken by Messrs. C. Jounson and McCrer- | 
NAND as tellers; and they reported—ayes 50, noes | 


36. 
So there was a second. 


The main question was ordered to be now put; | 


ard the question recurred on the resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. SAUNDERS called for a division of the 
question; and it was accordingly divided. 


Upon the first branch of the resolution the yeas || 
and nays were ordered; and being taken, re- | 


_ Sulted—yeas 112, nays 55; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Atkin-on, Benton, James 
Black, Bossicr, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, 
| Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 


Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapmaa, || 
Chappell, Cobb, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett |! 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, | 
| Deberry, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunt p, Elmer, Ficklin, | 


Foster, French, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Haral-on, 
lays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Housten, Hubard, 
Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Irvin, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew Ken- 


| nedy, John P. Kennedy, Preston King. Kirkpatrick, La- | 
branche. Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCausien, | 
Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, MeConnell, McDowell, | 

| McKay, Moore, Joseph Morris, Mur hy, Owen, Payne, 


Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Reding, 
Relte, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. John, Saun- 
ders, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, John ‘T. Smith, 


Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John | 


Stewart, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Vinton, 


Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, W ite, Williams, Joseph || 


A. Wright, and Yost—112. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 


| Barnard, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Carroll, Cansin, 


He had hims-If given a notice to || 


alter the rules some time since, under similar cir- | branch be laid upon the table: and upon this mo- | 
’ , 


tion the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted | 


Chilton, Clinch, Dickey, Dickinson, Fish, Foot, Willis 
Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Holmes, Wash- 
ington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Per- 
ley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, Lewis, Mcfivaine, Marsh, 
Edward J. Morris, Morse, Newton, Patterson, Etisha R. 


| Potter, Preston, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, David S. Reid, | 

|| Rhett, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Sen- 

|| ter, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, Til- 

|| den, Tyler, Vance, Wethered, Winthrop, and Woodward— 
55. 


So the first branch of the resolution was agreed 
| to. 


Mr. SAUNDERS then moved that the second | 


—yeas 93, nays 76; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, James |) 
Blick, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, || 


Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Cald- 


well, Cary, Catlin, « linton, Cobb, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, || 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dromgoole, Duulap, | 


Elmer, Picklin, Foster, Preneh, Byram Green, Hale, Ham 

lin. Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hopkins, 
Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, Irvin, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, Andrew Johnsou, George W. Jones, Jolin P. Kennedy, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, 


| Lyon, McCauslin, Maclay. McClelland, McConnell, Mc- 


| ter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. 
|| John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
|| Stetson, Stone, Sykes, Tibbauts, Tucker, Weller, Went- 


this subject, he should expect the House to take || 


Dowell, McKay, Moore, Joseph Morris, Murphy Owen 
Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Rel 
Jobn, Simons, Slidell, 


worth, Wheaton, White, Williams, Woodward, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Yost—93. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, eg Baker, Barringer, 


Barnard, Edward J. Black, Jeremiah Brown, Bu On, 
Burke, Burt. Carroll, Reuben Chapman, Chilton, Clinch, 
Collamer, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Fish, Foot, Giddings, Willis Green. Grinnell, Grider, Har- 


The gentleman from | 
| Tennessee offered his resolution, which the Speak- | 
er now admitted to be within the rule, the pre- | 
vious question having been called upon it before | 
the mover took his seat, thus cutting off all pos- | 
| sibility of raising objections, and thus defeating a || 
oe of the members of this House. Now, | 
i 


9. | 
fe, Rit- 


a ee ee ———- et 


\f ee tT ae —= 
| din, Harper, Holmes, Hoge, Houston, Hubard, w 
| Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charies J. Ingersoll; Forests 
|| gersoll, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Da - 
| King, Leonard, Lewis, McClernand, Mclivaine, M.. e, 
Edward J, Morris, Morse, Newton, Patterson, pans 
Elisha R. Potter, Preston. Charles M. Reed, David s i, *) 
| Reding, Rhett, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, ga,. 
ers, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H Seymou — 
| bert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew Sta 
| Jolin Stewart, Thomasson, Thompson, Tyler, Vanee vi" 
ton, Wethered, and Winthrop—76. “es 


Mr. GIDDINGS asked the Clerk to read the 
| Notice some time since gave of a motion to amen 
the 23d rule of the House. 

The Clerk read it accordingly, as follows: 
«Mr. Gippixes gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
|; subsequent day. he would move the following ame 
| to the 23d rule of the House ; Provided. Nothing her 
tained shall be so construed as to prohibit the rece 
any petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper, 
the repeat of any existing act of Congress he 
passed.’* 
During the reading, Mr. McCONNELL, ang 
| others, were heard to 4 they objected, 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he offered that resoly. 
| tion; and upon it he called for the yeas and nays 

Mr. McCONNELL said it was not in order fo 
| the gentleman to move the previous question, for 
| he had objected while the resolution was being 
| read. 

Mr. PAYNE, said his colleague had objected 
long before the previous question was moved, 
Mr. GIDDINGS said, perhaps the Speaker 
| would not decide the question until the facts of 
| the case were stated. 
|| Mr. PAYNE rose to a point of order. His col. 


Udinen 
1 Cop. 
Ption of 
seekin 

Tetofore 


|| league [Mr. McConne.u] objected to the resoly- 
tion before the previous question was called for, 
and therefore it must go over under the rule; and 
| he submitted that it was not in order for the gen. 
|| tleman from Ohio to go on todiscuss the question, 
| Mr. GIDDINGS said he wished to correct the 
| gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Payne,] and he 
| would state the facts. 
Mr. CAMPBELL interposed, and said, if the 
| gentleman from Ohio had moved the previous 
uestion, it would cut off bis own explanation of 
the facts. 

The SPEAKER explained. He was under. 
stood to say that the gentleman from Ohio rose 
_and called for the reading of his notice, and afier 

it was read, he still retained the floor, and no 
other gentleman having been recognized, he 
| moved the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said, to alter a standing rule 
of the House required one day’s notice. 

The SPEAKER replied that such notice had 
been given. 

Mr. CAMPBELL inguired if the Journal 
showed it. 

The Clerk said the notice was given, and en- 
tered in the month of December. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that was before the 
rules were adopted; and he wished, therefore, to 
, know if that notice applied to the present rules? 
| Mr. WINTHROP suggested that, if the pre- 
|| vious question had been renewed, it would cutoff 
me remarks of the gentleman from South Caro- 

ina. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that 
the notice was in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. WELLER hoped the gentleman from Vir- 
| Gini would withdraw that motion; for, if the 

ouse refused to second the demand for the pre- 
vious question, it would go over as debatable. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL also intimated that he would 
| not press the point which he had raised. 
Mr. GIDDINGS called for tellers on seconding 

the demand for the previous question; and Messrs. 
| Grinnect and Houston were appointed. They 
| reported—ayes 46, noes 77. 

i So there was no second. 

|| Mr. RAYNER and Mr. RATHBUN rose 
|| simultaneously. The former inquired if it was 
|| in order to move to lay the resolution on the table? 
i and the latter objected to the resolution. 

‘| Mr. RAYNER said it was not in order for the 
‘| gentleman from New York [Mr. Ratupun] thus 
|| to take the floor from him. He then moved to 
lay the resolution on the table. ; 

| “Mr. WELLER objected to the resolution being 
|| considered in any way; and he insisted that! 
‘| must necessarily go over. 
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ble. 
“s. SPEAKER was understood to say that, 


if objected to, it must go over, under the rale. 
i Mr. MOORE offered the following: 


ed, That the House proceed to the consideration | 


tariff bill on the 27th instant, and proceed with its 
ederation frea day to day, until the same is disposed 


“ee revious question was demanded. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table; and upon this motion the yeas 
and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 86, pays 90. ‘ 

the resolution was not laid upon the table. 

The question recurred upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question; and the vote being 
taken by tellers, resulted—ayes 73, noes 75. 

So there was not a second. 

Mr. BLACK then moved an amendment, to 
the effect that the subject of the tariff should be 
taken up for consideration on the first Monday 
in May next; and upon this he demanded the 
previous uestion. 

Mr. HARDIN objected to the resolution and 
to the amendment; and he hoped it would be laid 
"The previous question having been demanded, 
however, before the objection was heard by the 
Chair, the objection could not then be enter- 

ined. 

" Mr.CLINTON moved that the House adjourn; 
which was rejected—ayes 65, noes 66. 

Mr. BLACK withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. HARDIN then renewed his objections, 
and the resolution went over, 

On motion of Mr. MURPHY, the House 
adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members present ing them: 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York, praying for the erection of a light- 
house upon Flynn’s Knoll and upon Execution Rocks ; and 
also that a beacon be placed upon the Romer’s Shoal; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ROBERTS: The memorial of a public meeting 
at Vicksburg, Mississippi, in relation to the establishment 
of a national armory and naval depot at Vicksburg. 

By Mr. BOSSIER: The petition of the Red River Rail- 
road Company for remission of duties on iron ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition and papers of Madame Baptiste Berard, 
praying for confirmation to a tract of Jand where she now 
resides, on the Bayou Teche, State of Louisiana. Also, 
the petition and documents of J. Chretien, in relation toa 
jand claim in the same State. Also, the petition and papers 
of Charles Olivier Denlasel, praying Cungress. to. pass an 
act confirming a certain tract of land therein described ; 
all three of which were referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of Flavel Foster, of Louisiana, praying 
Congress to pass a law to refund to him moneys paid to the 
Government of the United States for lands, by him pur- 
chased, that have since been recognized, being in the re- 
public of Texas; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. CLINTON: The petition of William Bross and 
others, of Orange county, New York, for the reduction of 


postage. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of A. J. Preston, Pres- 
ley 0. Wilson, and one hundred and sixty others, citizens 
of Crawford, Jasper, Clark, and Cumberland counties, LI- 
lnois, asking the establishment of a post route from Pales- 
une, in Crawford county, to Greenup, in Cumberland coun- 
ty, through Robinson, the county seat of Crawford county, 
the Morris Settlement, and Belleair. 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Butler and others, citizens 
of Richland county, Illinois, asking a grant of land to com- 
plete the national thoroughfare between the lakes and the 
a the improvement of the Wabash. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 

Flanegan, of Philadelphia, praying Congress to 
grant him a pension for military services in 1795 and 1798. 

By Mr. CHAPPELL: The petition of the Mayor and 
many of the citizens of Macon, Georgia, for the daily trans- 
portation of the mails by steamboats between the cities of 
Savannah and Charleston ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. JONES, of Virginia, (Speaker:) The memorial 
ofthe Legislative Council of the Territory of lowa, for the 
formation of a constitution and State government; which 
Was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Also, the petition of William Cotton, an old revolutionary 
soldier, for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, a memorial from the railroad companies of Vir- 
Mean’ which was referred to the Committee of Ways and 

8. 


Also, the petition of the Maine Temperance Union, re- 
specting spirit rations in the Navy; which was referred to 
the ittee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The memorial of Samuel 
B.C. Buckner and eighty-one others ; of Lazarus Ritter and 
one hundred others, of Green county; of John B. Herring- 
on and ninety others; all praying a grant of land in the 
Vincennes land district, Indiana, for the purpose of com- 


Mr. RAYNER again urged his motion to lay | 
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Oconomewoe, and Pipersville ; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


sin, asking for the establishment of a mail route northeast- 
wardly from Madison, the seat of government of said Ter- 


age county, and Beaver, in Dodge county, to Waupon, in 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


pleting the. Wabash and Erie canal froin Terre Haute, In- {| 
diana, to the Ohie river. 

By Mr. LEONARD: The petition of Walter Monroe. of | 
the city and State of New York, (a colored man,) praying 
a pension for services rendered as a soldier in the revolta- | 
tionary war. i 

Also, the petition of Sarah Sergeant, of the said eity and 
State, widow of James Sergeant, deceased, praying a pen- 
sion in consideration of the services of her late husband, | 
as a soldier in the same war. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of sixty 
citizens of Grant county, Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
the establishment of a mail route from Lancaster. the coun- 
ty seat of said county, to Wingville, situated on Blue river; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Past Roads. 

Also, the petition of one hundred and twenty citizens of | 
the county of Milwaukee, ‘Territory of Wisconsin, asking | 
the establishment of a mail route from the town of Mil- | 
waukee, following the territorial road, to Watertown and 
Fort Winnebago, through Menomona, Lisbon, Warren, 


Also, the petition of citizens of the Territory of Wiscon- 


ritory, via Sun Prairie, in Dana county, Coluinbus, in Port- 
>? , ’ 


Fond du Lac county ; which was referred to the Committee 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 12, 1844. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he received, some days || 


ago, a printed memorial from the citizens of Cin- | 
cinnati to Congress, relative to the navigation of | 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; and with it, a || 
letter from a distinguished gentleman, who was || 
chairman of the committee which prepared the || 
memorial; the letter requesting him to present the || 
memorial to the Senate. The time which had || 
elapsed since the reception of the memorial had || 
been occupied by him in making such an analysis 
of its contents as would enable him to present a 
concise view of the subject to the Senate, and in 
a proper manner. If he should, in doing so, con- 
sume the time of the Senate, he trusted it would || 


not be attributed to any disposition to occupy || 
that time unnecessarily; but to the solicitude || 
which he felt in the subject, and the respect he || 
entertained for the gentlemen who had made him || 
the organ of its communication. With several || 
of those whose names appear in the printed pro- || 
ceedings he was well acquainted, and also with || 
those appended to the memorial. He took occa- || 
sion here to say, that they are gentlemen as much || 
entitled to respect and confidence as any with | 
whom he had the pleasure to be acquainted. 
He would submit the condensed statement || 
which he had himself drawn up from the memo- || 
rial, and generally in the language of the memo- |; 
rial itself, for the purpose of presenting faithfully || 
tue views of the memorialists. The subject is || 
one of the greatest interest to those on the other || 
side of the Alleghany mountains. I[t sets out \ 
with a description of the western territory, its | 
extent, resources,and population. Its extent was || 
from the twenty-ninth to the forty-seventh degree || 
of north latitude, and from the Alleghany to the || 
Rocky Mountains; embracing an average length || 
of twelve degrees, and a medium breadth of ten i 
degrees, and containing 432,000 square miles of | 
territory, including nine States, two Territories, } 
and portions of two other States; the population || 
being 8,437,000; but leaving out the one third of || 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, the population of the || 
residue would be 6,461,000—a little more than | 
one third of the population of the United States. 


ii 
| 
| 
| 


j 
| 


burg to its mouth, at one thousand miles; the 
length of the Mississippi, from the falls of St. 


and of the Missouri, three thousand miles; makin 


miles. 


tained in the memorial; also other statistics con- | 
nected with the commerce and general growth of | 
the West. He concluded by moving the print- | 
ing of the memorial; which was agreed to. 

Mr. McDUFFIE presented a petition from Jo- | 
seph R. Boulware, and others, citizens of the dis- | 
tricts of Abbeville and Newbury, in South Caro- | 
lina, praying the establishment of a mail route | 
from Newbury Court-House to W oodville,in that | 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


|| subject. 


It states the length of the Ohio river, from Pitts- | 


| which existed there, they would probably 


Anthony to its mouth, at two thousand miles; || 


eee 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Jonas Preston and 
others, for certain compensation. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee 
on Pensions was discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the petition of Peter Amie, for a pen- 





| sion, 


Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill granting a pension to William McPherson; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. BERRIEN said that several petitions had 
been presented and referred to the Committee on 
Claims, asking remuneration for losses sustained 


iin Florida. The committee reported a general 


bill, in which he finds that the claims of one of 
the petitioners had not been embraced in it. He 
therefore moved that the bill and petitions be re- 


| committed to the same committee, with a view of 
| making provision for the case alluded to; which 
| was agreed to. 


Mr. B. also, from the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, reported back withou' amendment, and with 


a recommendation that it do pass, the bill from 
the House for altering the place of holding the 
district court of the United States for the district 
of New Jersey. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 


| reported a bill for the relief of James Ritchie; 


which was read, and ordered to a second read- 


|| ing, and the accompanying report ordered to be 


rinted. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported a bill for the relief of 
James Pemberton Hutcheson, late aconsul of the 
United States; which was read, and ordered toa 


| second reading. 


Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, made an adverse report on 
the petition of Julius A. Culbertson; which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER called for the special orders of 
the day. 


THE OREGON QUESTION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Sempre, in the fol- 
lowing words: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- 


| vention concluded between the Government of the United 


States of America and his Britannic Majesty the King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland on the 20th 
October, 1818, and indefinitely continued by the convention 
between the same parties, signed at London the 6th August, 
1827. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he was deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of this question; and 
still more deeply impressed with the conviction 


| that a speedy and peaceful settlement of it could 


only be obtained by a speedy action upon the 
All were anxious that this question 
with Great Britain should be settled in peace; and 
no Senator on this floor was more anxious for 
such a consummation than he was. But he was 
firmly and solemnly convinced that the mode 
pointed out by his friend on his side of the Sen- 
ate, of accomplishing the object, utterly failed. 
We were sending numerous emigrants across the 
Rocky Mountains every year, who were there 
under no control but that of their own passions. 
Law and government must be sent with them; or 
under the establishment of the Government of 
England, called the Hadson’s Bay Sa 

e 


forced into a collision; and such a collision would 


|| indeed be fatal for the peace of both countries. 
a general internal navigation of twelve thousan | 


This question ought to be considered by Sen- 
ators as practical statesmen; and his sole wish on 


Mr. M. continued his observations for nearly || the present occasion was, that they should pur- 
an hour, being an analysis of the statistics con- | sue such a course as would maintain our title to 


| the territory, and yet preserve the peace of the 
| world. He should not say much upon the form 
_ of the resolution offered by the Senator from Iili- 
| nois, [Mr. Sespuz.) If i were not correct, it 
| could be easily amended. He. scarcely thought, 
| however, without going into the question of ex- 
| ecutive power, that any President of the United 
| States could be authorized: to give that notice 
| without the sanction of Congress. A treaty was 
| the supreme law of the land. This: treaty had 
' existed for a quarter of a century. It could only 
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have been ratified by a majority of two thirds of 
the Senate; and it could hardly be expected that 
the President of the United States, upon his own 
authority, would abrogate and annul this treaty, 
without the advice and consent of that body. 
Without, therefore, embarrassing this question; 
without any technical objections to the form of 
the resolution, he should proceed to discuss this 
subject. What was the question? On the 20th 
of ache. 1818, a convention was framed be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, by 
which the territory of Oregon was opened to the 
citizens and subjects of both nations for the term 
of ten years, its bays, creeks, harbors, navigable 
rivers, &c., inclusive; but this joint ovcupation 
was not to affect the title or claim of either Gov- 
ernment to that territory. 

In August, 1827, this convention was renewed, 
extending the provisions of the third article in- 
definitely, and enabling either party, on a notice 
of twelve months, to abrogate or annul this con- 
vention. The question now was, shall the Sen- 
ate advise the President of the United States to 
abrogate and annul this convention? If it were 
anaelisd. dash party would be restored to its ori- 
ginal rights; and what are they? Mexico had 
an undisputed claim, and was in undisputed pos- 
session of the country up to the latitude of 420 
north. By a treaty between Russia and the Uni- 
ted States, and afterwards between Russia and 
England, the dominions of Russia were limited 
to 54° 40’ of north latitude; so that the territory 
in dispute between the two nations (Englandand 
the United States) embraced the whole northwest 
coast of America from 42° to 54° 40’ north, ex- 
tending east to the summitof the Rocky Mount- 
ains. Now, to the whole of this territory—to 
every foot of it, from the latitude of 42° north to 
the latitude of 54° 40’—he believed most firmly 
we had a clear and conclusive title. Under the 
public law of Christendom, which had existed 
ever since the establishment of the continent of 
America, he thought it could be demonstrated 
that we had this clear and conclusive title. He 
himself intended, on a future occasion, when the 
bill should come before the Senate for establish- 
ing a territorial government, if no one else rose, 
to establish such a claim as no power on earth 
could gainsay. But the question of title was not 
now brought forward; and it was not his purpose 
togointoit. If it had been his purpose, the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Breese,} who had made 
his first appearance here in a most able and dis- 
tinguished speech, would have superseded what 
he had to say. There was a distinguished fel- 
low-townsman of his own—a Philadelphian— 
who had placed this question in a clear and con- 
clusive light; and, as far as he had examined it, 
the work of Mr. Greenhow had entirely super- 
seded all that could be said on the subject. 

Then, coming directly to the question or in- 
quiry: Ought we to give this notice? He con- 
tended that if we wished to make a treaty with 
England at all, if we wished to settle the ques- 
tion, it was indisputably necessary that we should 
give this notice. And why? On the plainest 
principles of common sense, and on the policy 
that governed nations. The status in quo was too 
popular in England to permit the English Gov- 
ernment to give the notice at the present moment. 














She had now, and had had for a quarter of a cen- | 


tury, the exclusive possession of this entire terri- 
tory, belonging to us, for every purpose for which 
she desired to possess it. It was even a matter 
of boast that the Hudson’s Bay Company had 
expelled the Americans from the territory, and 
we heard, from most authentic sources, that they 
had murdered between four and five hundred of 
our fellow-citizens—either themselves, or through 
the agency of their influence with the Indians— 
who had gone there for the purpose of interfer- 
ing with their hunting and trapping! Under the 
existing treaty, they had all that they desired. 
They had exclusive possession of this vast coun- 
try. They had the fur trade, which was part of 
their wealth, and a means of enlarging and ex- 
tending the trade of the mother country; and 
why should they wish to change their position ? 
Why should they desire even to divide this ter- 


ritory, at present, with the United States? It 
would only make their position worse, instead of 
better. 


If we should, indeed, consent to yield to 
the enormous demand she had made to bring our 
title down to the mouth of the Columbia river, 


/ernments, he should not be astonished at all, if 


| whom, by-the-by, he entertained a high personal 


they would have all. Their eng was to keep | 
ail, as long as furs were valuable in thatcountry. | 

Knowing the policy which had always actu- | 
ated the British Government, and all other Gov- 


we could go to the cabinet of Packenham—for | 


respect, 80 far as he was acquainted with him— 
that we should find his instructions to be: Delay 
this question as long as you can; the longer you 


delay the settlement of it, the better for us. e | 


| have the hunting and entire trade of the whole 


territory, and if the question of title can be kept | 
back twenty years, or indefinitely, so much the | 
better. 1] 

That was everything they desired—everything | 
they wanted; and, his life for it, there would be | 


no treaty if the Senate of the United States should 
vote to lay this resolution on the table, as he had 
no doubt they would do. 


| vinced of this as that he had the honor now to 


address this enlightened assembly. 
| olution be laid upon the table, accompanied by | 


| against insisting upon our claim at all—let there | 
be such a vote as that, and whatever might be the 
instructions of Mr. Packenham, we should have | 
no treaty. The English would be very glad to | 
enjoy all these benefits and advantages for twenty | 
But if the notice be given, Great || 


Let the res- 


the able speeches on the other side of the House, 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuoate} 


in particular, who did not want to disturb this |; 
convention for twenty years, and the — of 


the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Mirier] 


ears longer. ; 
3ritain would begin to consider the subject seri- 
ously. We owe it to our own personal respect 


not to make any threats; and we knew, from the | 
history of Great Britain, that threats would not 
We owe it to | 


have the slightest effect upon her. 
ourselves to make the question a serious one—to 
show a determined spirit. It should be settled 
peaceably. It had been long pending; and when- 


| ever Great Britain discerned that we were in earn- 


est about it—that we were determined to urge our 
right, not in an uncourteous manner—then, and 
not ull then, would we receive that respect from 
her calculated to preserve peace and harmony. It 
was not by subserviency—it was not by abandon- 
ing our rights—it was not by suffering her to re- 
main in undisputed possession of the territory for 


| a guarter of a century longer—that we should 


| 
! 
{ 
| 
| 


| year to settle the question. 
that it would be settled in a year; but until the || 
| notice was given, from the principle which ac- 

| tuated inade 


| 


ever conciliate her, or that we should ever obtain 
justice. Before giving this notice, we had a full 
He did not know 


ind in all nations, he ventured to 
say that we had no chance of failure. 


by, was no special minister, as was at first re- 
ported, but a resident minister plenipotentiary,) 
on a mission like that of Lord Ashburton—if, 
upon his mere arrival, we at once arrested our 
whole course of proceeding, what was it but say- 


ing that we wanted to do nothing at all, because | 


a minister had arrived? It was certainly treating 


the British Government with profound deference, || 
to proclaim in our speeches here that we do not | 


want the territory for twenty years to come. So 
much on that point. 

His second proposition was this: that to arrest 
all legislative action now, under the existing cir- 


cumstances, would evince a tame and subservient | 


spirit towards Great Britain; and be, perhaps, 
the means of granting her all she desired. Eng- 


| land, in her foreign policy, had never failed to 


| concessions. 


make one concession the foundation for demand- | 


ing another. She could never be appeased by 
A firm and determined, 


same time a respectful, spirit was the spirit which 


ought to actuate usinall our intercourse with Eng- 


land; which was, undoubtedly the most att 


Government on the face of the earth. ‘The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuoare] said the 
controversy upon this subject had rested for a 
quarter of a century, and why should we not let 


it rest for twenty years longer? Was this so? | 


Was not the Senator entirely mistaken in the as- 
sertion that the question had slept so long? So 
far from this being the case, from the time when 


Lewis and Clarke crossed the mountains, in 1805, | 


/until the present day, we had been always agi- 


' 


tating this question. He had requested the Sec- 


retary of the Senate to hunt out for him among | 





He wasas firmly con- | 


If, upon | 
the arrival of a British minister (who, by-the- || 


ut at the | 
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' the public documents, all that had been Written. 

all that had been published on the subject He 
wished he had counted the number of volume, 
which the Secretary succeeded in finding. H. 
was sure there were thirty at least. rai 

From that day to this, we had always been ari 
tating the question. It had not slept. The jn. 
ican people had not suffered it to sleep; but = 
had agitated itin vain. We had spent our twent ; 
five years in vain; and from the present Prospect 
he feared we might spend another quarter of , 
| century without accomplishing anything, W, 

were in possession of this territory before the War: 
but in a fatal moment we consented to this joint 
occupation treaty, (in 1818;) and, before takin 
his seat, he would sow how the British Gover, 
rent acted in regerd to this treaty, and what cop. 
struction they pyt upon it. From the days of 
Governor Floyd—who had been sleeping with his 
forefathers for many years, and who introduced 
the subject to the notice of the other House—yntij 
this day, the question had always been in agita. 
tion. And yet, what was the argument of the 
Senator from Massaahusetts, [Mr.Cnoare?] To 
keep quiet; to enjoy a little more sleep, a littl. 
more slumber, whilst Great Britain, with gigantic 
strides, was taking possession of that country, 
| which she would do, unless we, with determined 
spirit, asserted our rights. 

But, if we had slept for twenty-five years, was 
that any reason why we should sleep any longer? 
lf we had not asserted our claim, was that any 
reason why we should not? 

The useful and honorable life of the Senator 
_ (Dr. Linn] who had sat so many years near him, 
| was spent for the last five years in asserting our 
claims to this title. Dr. Linn thought the propi- 
tious moment had arrived when Lord Ashburton 
reached this country as a minister of peace; for 
the declaration of Mr. Webster was, that he wag 
authorized to settle all the points of difference 
between the two Governments. On the advice of 
his friends, Dr. Linn ceased to agitate the ques- 
tion during the mission of Lord Ashburton. Mr, 
B. eulogized, in feeling terms, the life and char. 
acter of Dr. Linn; in concluding which, he ob- 
served that the settlers in Oregon would deserve 
the brand of ingratitude, if they did not name the 
first city in that territory the city of Linn, 

In common with all the Senate, Dr. Linn then 
hoped this question would be settled. He thought 
that was the propitious moment. England had, 
| at that time, been unsuccessful in her wars in the 
East; her starving population was almost in a 
state of rebellion; she had not succeeded in her 
quintuple treaty with France; her revenue was 
not sufficient to meet her common expenses of 
government; her minister had come here, in his 
advent proclaiming that he was ready to settle all 
| the questions of dispute between his Government 
| and that of the United States. That, surely, was 
| the propitious moment to settle the Oregon ques- 
| tion. What a disappointment was felt that it was 
not included in the negotiation all could remem- 
ber. The moment it was known that the Oregon 
|| question was not to be settled in that treaty, Dr. 

Linn gave notice that he would press his bill for 
the organization and settlement of that territory. 
‘| But now, was the United States to strike its flag 
a second time, on the arrival of a new minister 
from England? After her subjects had been al- 
lowed to occupy the territory from the time the 
Hudson’s Bay Company set foot in it till the ven 
1842, this country at once, on the arrival of a Brit- 
ish minister, arrested all further proceedings 
| pursuance of its rights; and was it to be wondered 

at, if now, on the arrival of another British min- 

ister, should our proceedings be a second ume 
arrested, that the consequence would be similar 
‘results? This is not the way to treat with Eng- 
land. She does not expect any such concessions 
‘from us. If we desire to have justice from her, 
| or any nation, we must assert our rights in & 
proper manner. If we do that, little will she be 
entouraged to make further delay; if we do not, 
judging from the results of the former negotiation, 
little will she be inclined to settle the question atall. 
She has now got from us in the Northeast, by 
treaty, our native highland boundary, for which 


in the northeast of this continent. 


our fathers fought. Our native highland bound- 
ary is converted into a military high road between 
her colonies and Quebec, the city of her empire 
She is in the 
possession of these highland passes, through 
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, of the only epithets that could properly express 








which she can pour her troops into the United 
Siates; and we know the importance of this pos- 
~ssion to her fora line of military posts from the 
& rtof the board of British officers, and the 
erion of the Duke of Wellington on the sub- 
md She had got all that; and what was worse 
‘han all that—no, he would not say she could be 
jisgraced before the world—but he would say 
that, from the British Parliament itself, it had 
been proclaimed to all mankind by the British 
minister, that, at the very time Lord Ashburton 
obtained this highland territory by negotiation, 
he had in his pocket the evidence that he had no 
claim to it—evidence on the face of a British ae 
taken from the library of George ILI., upon which 
was marked, by the very hand of the sovereign 
himself, the very line of boundary always claimed 
by the United States as the line agreed upon in 
the treaty of 1783—a line showing conclusively 
that England had no title whatever toa single foot 
of the territory she demanded. 

Mr. B. here read extracts from speeches of 
Sir Robert Peel, admitting this fact; and also 
from speeches made by Lord Brougham on the 
same subject, both showing that George III. had 
traced ina broad red line on the map, with his 
own hand, the boundary line pointed out to him 
by Mr. Oswald as the line he had agreed upon in 
the treaty of 1783; the King having written three 
or four times over the line that it was the bound- 
ary agreed upon by Mr. Oswald. In these 
specches it 18 also stated that Lord Ashburton had 
this very map in his pocket at the time of making 
the weaty of Washington, and did not make it 
known to Mr. Webster; admitting, also, that it 
destroyed orery British pretension to the terri- 
tory, and eatablished most unequivocally the 
right of the United States to all they had claimed. 

Mr. B. commenting upon these disclosures, 
said he had too much respect for himself, too 
much respect for Lord Ashburton, and too much 
respect for the British Government to make use 


the character of that transaction. But (he asked) 
could anything prove more strongly that the Gov- 
ernment of England was ready to go to war; that 
the torch was ready to be applied to the cannon 
in mortal conflict with this country, at the very 
time that she had the most conclusive and une- 
quivocal evidence in her possession that she was 
notentitled to one foot of the territory for which 
she was going to fight? 

If, after all this; if again, on the arrival of an- 
other British minister, (and not a special minis- 
ter either, as had been reported,) we ground our 
arms, arrest all proceedings in Congress, and 
wait an indefinite time for the settlement of this 
question, it never will be settled. But, says the 
Senator from Massachusetts, ‘‘ It might give of- 
fense! It would be disrespectful to the British 
Government to give this notice, on the arrival of 
the British minister !’’ Disrespectful to give the 
notice which the existing an authorizes us to 
give—a notice according to the very letter and 
spirit of the treaty? For his life, he could not 
imagine how the British Government could, or 
how it ever would, consider that acting in obedi- 
ence to the stipulations of the treaty could be dis- 
respectful. 

Giving this notice was not entering into hasty 
measures, There would still be a year left for 
negotiation. They must have an extreme opinion 
of the sensitiveness of the British Government, 
who suppose that acting in conformity with the 
treaty would, by any possibility, give offense. 
And, if it does—if that Government should be so 
unreasonable as to take offense, when none is in- 
tended, at our action in pursuance of the stipula- 
tion pointed out in the treaty, in Heaven’s name, 
let the British Government be offended. It will 
not be our fault. We might regret that such 
would be the effect; but we would have occasion 
to regret still more, if we were to arrest all our 
proceedings on the advance of the British Min- 
ister, and do nothing. There never would bea 
settlement of this question, if things were to go on 
inthis way. The British Government did not 
Want it better settled than it is. They possess 
the territory for all the purposes they desire; and 
as long as we say we will neither go there, nor 
authorize our people to go there, the question 
hever will be settled. 

He might end here; and here, perhaps, it would 
be proper for him toend his remarks on the pres- 















THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


7 - 
| 
| eral subject would come up more appropriately 
/on the bill now upon the Senate table; but he | 


| sachusetts had advanced some ideas on the ques- 


| in doing so, he would endeavor to state correctly 


_ of care—he contended that it was the part of wis- 
| dom to continue the joint occupation of the ter- 
| ritory, as it now exists; thatin the mean time our 


he took it down at the moment with a good deal 
| Territory, until we should peacefully find our || 
| 


| eloquently clothed his ideas on these points, (the 





| —that company will not be offended ! 
| let you commence agricultural pursuits as soon 
| as you please there; let you chase the game from 


| of their vast monopoly; and they, themselves, 
| will quietly retire to their kindred regions of the 


| that, for the interference of our citizens with the 


| of their lives that they attempted to share in that 
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ent occasion; because the discussion of the gen-|' notice: and the Senator starts a new objection— 


that it is better not to do it; for, in twenty years, 
it will be unneeessary—the territory will be ours, 
quietly and silently! Never had Great Britain, 
in the whole course of her eventful history, man- 
ifested more determination to keep possession of 
any territory than she has manifested to continue 
the occupation of the Oregon territory. Look at 
her arrangements; her occupation of the soil by 
her subjects; their agricultural enlargements; 
their contracts for beef, pork, flour; their saw- 
mills, trade in lumber, &c., &c. ? Does she not 
already affect to consider the northern bank of 
the Columbia river her right? She allows us the 
southern bank; but she keeps the northern bank 
as hers. One bank is called the British side of 
the river, and the other the American side. Let 
any of our citizens go to the northern side and 
attempt the joint occupancy there, and it would 
soon be seen that she would treat it as an intru- 
sion. Who could say what would be the result? 
He believed there was not an American citizen 
settled north of the Columbia, except a small Ro- 
man Catholic settlement, which nobody would 
| think of disturbing. Now, to think that, with 
| all these arrangements and indications of perma- 
nent possession, Great Britain will retire as our 
citizens increase; that she will willingly abandon 
all her privileges, her provision and lumber trade 
with the Pacific islands, and her fur trade with 
China; give up the advantages of her great mo- 
| nopoly in one of the finest countries in the world; 
' that she will abandon all and fly to the north, be- 
| fore American citizens who go to the territory, 
but whose Government are unwilling or afraid to 
protect them under the American flag—is to sup- 
pose what amounts to almost an absolute impos- 
sibility. From the time that Sir Alexander Me- 
Kenzie first explored the northwest territory, her 
proceedings had been the same, involving an un- 
conditional claim to the country, accompanied by 
declarations that she never would abandon it. Te 
think, then, that she would recede at the sight of 
squatters going there without laws, government, 
or protection, or anything to confirm them in 
their rights, was preposterous in the extreme, 
England has, more than once, declared she 
| never would abandon her claims; and yet we are 
called on, by the Senator from Massachusetts, to 
believe that if we act quiescently, and let our cit- 
izens proceed to Oregon, without laws—without 
a government to protect them—without anything 
to confirm them in their rights—the present pos- 
sessors will, without a show of resistance, quietly 
| abandon to the new comers their homes and im- 
»rovements, and rapidly retreat still further north. 
Dunes the negotiations preparatory to the treaty 
of 1818, up to the present day, England has never 
abandoned her claims. On the contrary, as years 
advance, those claims have become stronger. 
Previous to that treaty, she was offered from 49° 
north latitude; but her answer was, she would 
not accept it. Previous to the treaty of 1824, 
that offer was repeated; but was refused in strong- 
er terms than before. Great Britain proposed, 
about this time, to take from 49° to where it strikvs 
the Columbia in a northeasterly direction, and 
thence down to the mouth of the river; but this 
extravagant demand being objected to, on the part 
of this country, by Mr. Rush, the negotiators on 
the other side declared that Great Britain could 
not be expected to depart from the demand she 
had made. Before this, when Mr. Rush requested 
them to specify what line would satisfy them. 
they gave no decisive answer, but intimated thet 
the river would be the best, but would not even 
| then agree to holding the mouth of the river in 
common with us. In the negotiations which pre- 
the honorable Senator in the mean time preserve || ceeded the treaty of 1827, when the offer from 
the peace of the country? The British have a || 49° north latitude was again renewed on our side, 
government of their own there, and we have none. || and again refused, the language of Great Britain 
Our citizens are there, not only without our pro- |, was sull stronger. Her negotiators then declared 
tection, but without our jurisdiction. When the |, her determination to stand by her claim, founded 
bill for organizing the government of the territory || on the possession and industry of her people set- 
was before the Senate last session, the Senator || tled in Oregon, whose rights she would never 
from Massachusetts expressed no other objection || abandon. She told us that she claimed those 
to it but that we had not given the notice of dis- || rights by the settlement of her people, and the 
continuing the treaty. That, as well as he recol- | improvements they had effected; and she taunted 
lected, was the tenor of his objection. The notice || us that we bad no such claim to set up. 
was necessary, he supposed, for the preservation || After the refusal of 1827, our minister declared 
of our good faith. First give the notice, said he, || that this Government was, from thenceforward, 
oe then I am agreed to send our civil govern- |, not bound by the proposal made to England, 


could not help feeling that the Senator from Mas- 


tion of the immediate settlement of this difficulty, | 
to which it was necessary he should advert. And 


what the Senator had said; should he, however, 
have mistaken him, or misconceived his meaning, |. 
he begged the Senator would set him right. He | 
thought, indeed, he could not be mistaken in | 
stating that, in the course of his argument—for 


opulation might prudently and silently enter the 


population in possession of it; but if we should 
interpose by legislative action, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company might take offense. By quiet and silent 
emigration, the Territory,inafew years, would be 
ours; the Hudson’s Bay Company, like Ossian’s 
ghosts, moving off to the north as our people in- 
creased. He (Mr. Cuoare) said further that Eng. 
land had had no notion whatever of colonizing | 
Oregon. 

Mr. B. eulogized the poetical language of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, in which he had so 





substance of which is only here given;) but he 
characterized the whole as poetry only. It was 
like the ostrich policy, which deceived nobody 
but the simple bird itself; much less was it cal- 
culated to deceive that monopoly the Hudson’s 
Bay Cgmpany. Steal into Oregon? ‘Take pos- 
session of it quietly—silently? The Hudson’s 
Bay oe will not become offended? That 
is, If you settle the country with your population, 
advancing with the plowshare and pruning 
hook, destroying all the game and trade in furs 
with which the country abounds, and for which 
it is so desirable to the Hudson’s Bay Company 
They will 


it to make it an agricultural country; destroying 
their harvest of furs; starving out the sustenance 


north! All this isto be, notwithstanding the fact 
fur trade, five hundred of them have been mur- 
dered by this blood-stained monopoly; and yet 
they will not be offended if our citizens go into 
the territory, and by turning it into an agricul- 
tural region, render it impossible for the game and 
the furs to be found there, for which it 1s so val- | 
uable to that country! These unfortunate men | 
who lost their lives in Oregon, went there to di- | 
vide the game; but it was at the peril and forfeit 

} 


trade. Yet we are told that if others of our cit- 
izens go there, and convert the country from a 
region of game and furs, into an agricultural re- 
gion, (the tendency of which is to destroy and 
annihilate the game,) it will give no offense to the | 
company whose monopoly consists of the riches || 
derived from the game and furs, It will be very || 
magnanimous, no doubt, of this company not to || 
be offended at this. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts assumes the idea that, at the approach 
of our agricultural population, this company is to | 
make its bow and retire. ‘This was really the || 
most marvelous argument he had ever heard 
coming from so respectable a quarter. 
But while all this is coming to pass, how will | 


j 
| 





ment to Oregon for the protection of our citizens || giving to her from 49°, and a counter protest was 
there. Well, then, we now propose giving that |, made on the protocol by Great Britain, which, 










































































































































































































































that these proposals could imply. We now went 
for our ri bts, and with less we would not be sat- 
ished ; oa that these rights extended to 54° 40’, 


the Senator from Massachusetts wou!d not deny. 


at least, had. one good effect—that of leaving us || on 
at this moment perfeetly free from any obligation | 


| 
tt 





farms in the territory. This communication 
was favorably received by Lord Glenelg; but, in 


\| his reply, after acknowledving the services of the 
| company, he states distinctly that no new license | 
can be granted, without reserving to Goverment 
| the express privilege of settling colonies in the 


He thought there was abundant evidence to | 


prove, although he could not be certain of it, that 
the offer of giving to England from 49° of north 
latitude, was renewed to Lord Ashburton. He 
could not say so positively, as, unfortunately, 
the negotiations entered into at the time, left no 
trace behind, more indelible than those marked 
on the sand, to be washed away forever by the 
next tide water. What occurred on the subject 
was, no doubt, known in England; but, until such 
time as that Power thought fit to publish Lord 
Ashburton’s dispatches, we must remain in ig- 
norance of the particulars. But, not knowing 
what did then actually transpire—we did know 
* that the Senator from Massachusetts, in reply to 
the Senator from Missouri, *‘ assured that Sena- 
tor and the Senate, that any report of any por- 
tion of the territory south of 49° being offered to 


Great Britain on that occasion, was utterly un- | 


founded.’’ This declaration —based, as it no 
doubt was, on the best authority—he was, at the 


{ 


time, glad to hear; but it was not absurd to sup- | 
pose that, as the declaration was carefully worded, | 
so as to show that no offer was made south, yet | 


that an offer or negotiation might have been con- 
templated at 49°, and north of 499°, 


r. CHOATE was understood to say that he | 


was ready to explain. 

Mr. BU 
had stated that England had no more intention 
of colonizing the territory than she had of colo- 
nizing the dome of St. Paul’s. 
ment did he base this assertion ? 


CHANAN. The honorable Senator | 


| 


On what argu- | 
That, since the | 


year 1826, he had carefully read all her projects | 


of colonization. 


She had colonized in the East, | 


West, North, and South, but manifested no dis- | 


position to colonize the Oregon. 
if that honorable Senator did not perceive how 
easily this argument could be answered. Great 
Britain could not openly express an intention of 
colonizing the Oregon, without violating the char- 


It was strange | 


ter granted by herto the Hudson’s Bay Company. | 


In the year 1821, she grantetl a charter to that 
company for ten years, and in May, 1838, she 


gave to the same company a new license for twen- | 


ty-one years; and in the correspondence which 
took place before the granting of this license, be- 
tween the officers of the company and the British 
Government, there were to be found some things 
as remarkable as any that could be pointed out 
in the eventful history of this negotiation. This 
license, and the matters so discussed, were all 
new to him, nor could he give them credit until 


he applied to the Senator from Massachusetts, | 


from whom he learned their authenticity. 


The correspondence to which he alluded, took | 
place between Lord Glenelg,then secretary for the | 


colonies, and Mr. Simpson, agent for the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company. 
for, and urging the necessity of granting to the 
company a new charter or license, went on to in- 


The latter, in applying | 


form the Government what the company had | 


done for them; they had driven all the Americans 
from the coast; they had increased commerce, 
and encouraged agriculture, by holding out a 
bonus to their decayed servants and British emi- 
grants to settle on farms. They had established 
twenty-two factories—six of them on the coast, 


| 


and sixteen in the interior; and those twenty-two | 
factories he believed to be also stockaded forts. | 


They had six armed vessels carrying on their 
trade with East Asia. 
turned to agricultural exports on a large scale; 
and they had every prospect of increasing their 
exports to a great amount in wool, cotton, hides, 
and tobacco. In speaking of the country between 
the north branch of the Columbia and 49° north 
latitude, this Mr. Simpson describes it to Lord 
Glenelg as a remarkably salubrious climate, with 
a rich and fertile soil, and having on the coast 
some of the best harbors in the world; the pos- 
session of which, he suggests, may become im- 
portant hereafter, remarking that there is not a 
gee harbor to the south nearer than 37° north 
atitude; and winds up by impressing on his lord- 
ship the important service done by the company 
informing the nucleus of a colony, by settling 
down their retired officers and decayed servants 


Their attention was also | 


| 
| 
| 


thought proper. 
This conclusive fact shows England’s determ- 


| ination to stand by her possession. Colonization 





country at any time hereafter that might "| 


is the indispensable law of her existence. She 
must colonize to find a market for her produc- | 
tions. The markets of all the world are closed | 


‘| against her, and she enjoys no free trade except 





} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| strong in possession, guarded by forts, and jeal- 


what she has with the United States. All the 
world seems at last to coincide with the policy of | 
Bonaparte in regard to English manufactures. 
She cannot exist without colonization; and to 
suppose, according to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, that she will give up this fine country, 


without a struggle, is to suppose an absolute || 
The honorable Senator says, let || 
matters remain as they are, and our title is not || 


impossibility. 


weakened; but once give notice, and then we call | 
all her tactand power into action. Does England | 
admit her right to amountto nothing? Far from 
it. Previous to the treaty of 1818, both Gallatin 
and Rush expressed themselves agreeable to lay 
open the northwest coast to both nations, for a 
period of ten years, for the purposes of trade. But 
although this was the admitted understanding, 
unfortunately the expression was not to be found 
in the treaty. If it was, there would be now no 
room left for cavil. What advantage did Great 
Britain take of this mistake? She falls back on 
Nootka Sound, and insists that the whole north- 
west coast is open to her to plant colonies in. 
Having no right, she still proceeds; while, if we 
propose to erect a fort at the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia—though she has twenty in the territory— 
we are met with a denunciation of giving offense. 
If we propose to erect forts in the pass across the 
Rocky Mountains, for the protection of our emi- 
grating fellow-citizens, we are giving offense. 
Propose what we may, we are told it would be | 
violating the treaty, without first giving twelve | 
months’ notice; and now, when we propose to | 


give that notice, we are told we cannot do it, be- | 
cause it would be giving offense. We remain || 


sleeping, while she continues to act with energy 
and strength. All movement on our part is im- 
peded, lest we violate the treaty; while she goes 
onestablishing a government, commissioning jus- | 
tices of the peace, forming a civil tribunal; erect- 
ing mills and carrying out improvements; thus 
giving encouragement and security to her people; 
and we remain with our hands tied, lest we should 
be guilty of a breach of faith, looking at her in | 
the possession and enjoyment of our rights. 

Great Britain, falling back on the treaty of 
Nootka Sound, which she admits gives to the 
United States the same title, claims the right of 
colonizing on the northwest coast—a right which 
she maintains she has secured by occupancy, and 
which she taunts us with having neglected. This 
right she declares she will not abandon; and yet 
we sit here in cold debate, deliberating whether 
we will give a notice provided for by a treat 
between both nations, or continue to let our fel- 
low-citizens flock to a country where, without 
laws or protection, any collision with them must 
lead to what all are anxious to avoid—war be- 
tween the two countries. 

In discussing the last point, Mr. B. said he 
would make his remarks as brief as possible. 
The Senator from Massachusetts contends that 
if the notice proposed by the Senator from Illi- 
nois be given, war becomes inevitable, and that it 
behooves us to make immediate preparations by 
raising armies, providing supplies and munitions 
of war, calling into service our western volunteers, 
and sending forthwith our sharp-shooters across 
the Rocky Mountains. He even goes so far as 
to think it not improbable that ten cannon are 
ee in readiness, at the Sandwich Islands, to 
ve brought into action as soon as we offend Great 
Britain by giving the threatened notice. But, if 
war was inevitable, he assured the honorable 
Senator it would proceed from a wholly different 
cause; it would proceed from suffering thousands | 
of our fellow-citizens to pass the Rocky Mount- | 
ains without law or. protection, and to enter a 
territory in the face of that hunting corporation, 





a 





ee 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 








| 











| to war on such a subject except forced into j 






____ March 19, 


ous of all intraders. War was to be dreaded a 
from any action here, but from an outbreak .. 
Oregon. Two great nations, placed in th ™ 


> . . € relative 
positions of England and America, cou : 


| 
( 
ld hot £0 


timidity on one side or other. To prevent this 
= 


send with those thousands of our adventurous fu), 
low-citizens a civil government—a power to pro. 
tect them from injury; to prevent their doin 
wrong, and to maintain their rights; a power; 
keep them under proper control, and to preven 
outbreak; and then tens of thousands may flock 
there without endangering the peaceable relations 
that now exist. Delay doing so, and the firg 
lawless erack of a rifle that is heard over ths 
Rocky Mountains will be a signal of war that will 
not be misunderstood, and cannot be avoided. 

For this reason, and for this reason alone, was 
he anxious for the service of this notice on Greg 
Britain, and for the passage of the bill which he 
hoped would follow it. He was anxious for those 
measures, as on them he firmly believed would 
depend a safe and honorable peace to both na. 
tions. 

One of the Senators from New Jersey thinks 
that it will take one hundred years to populate 


| the valley of the Mississippi; but his notions of 


—— were of the old school. Providence 
as given to the American people a great and im- 
portant mission, and that mission they were des. 
tined to fulfill—to spread the blessings of Chris. 
tian liberty and laws from one end to the other of 
this immense continent; which, within fifty years 
from this, would hold between the Atlantic and 
Pacific one hundred million of free and enlight. 
ened citizens, burning with ardent and patriotic 
love of country, and enjoying all the blessings of 
civil and religious liberty. He believed it to be 
one of the great purposes of the Author of the 
Universe to give to our people that spirit of emi- 
gration; by itwas a knowledge of His divine 
laws extended; and to talk of confining it within 
limits was like talking of limiting the stars in 
their course, or bridling the foaming torrent of 
Niagara. The Senator from New Jersey says 

Oregon will never become a State of the Unica, 

He could not see into the future, to express an 

opinion whether it would or would not; but he 

knew that whether it ever became a State or not, 

the extending of our territory would not dimin- 

ish, but strengthen our power and add to our 

prosperity as a nation. Since we commenced to 

extend our country, our internal commerce had 

increased, until now it amounted to ten times 

more than all our commerce with foreign nations. 

It created a mutual dependence, which added to 

the general strength. The States on the Missis- 

sippi were connected with, and rested on a naval 

Power; the southern States on their institutions— 
institutions which he trusted no fanatical spirit 
would ever have power to disturb—and the east- 
ern States on their commerce. 

If Oregon became a State, he had no fears for 
her; but whether she did or not, he knew, if right 
was adhered to, she would be blessed with re- 
say eo law and liberty. Neither Government, 

e contended, was inclined to go to war, nor 
would they on such a question. Great Britain 
would weigh well her position before she would 
destroy our friendly relations. She would con- 
sider her present position in regard to Ireland, 
where one spark would light the torch of civil 
war. She would reflect on her inability to sup- 
ply China, if deprived, for manufacturing pur- 
poses, of our great staple produce. In peace, 
compelled to impose an income tax to meet the 
expenses of her Government, she would not reck- 
lessly rush into all the costs of a war. She is 
too great, too wise a nation to enter into a war 
for anything less than the defense of her national 
honor. It would be impossible for England, in 
the nineteenth century, and in the face of the 
world, to go to war on a question of this kind, 
when our title stood forth, as it does, undisputed. 
There was no danger, then, of war, except b 
our pursuing a pusillanimous course, which will 
force England into a position which she cannot 
abandon without affecting her honor. To avoid 
such an evil, this'was the itious moment. 
He admitted, and regretted, that there were dan- 
— symptoms between the two countries. 

or the last two years, the public press of Great 
Britain had been filled with abuse of America, 
and everything connected with America. 
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Mr. CLAYTON was understood to say the } would be used by the Senator from Pennsylvania || & patriarch, to guide that body with his good ad- 


abuse referred to Pennsylvania repudiation. | himself, had he the conducting of the negotiation, 
Mr. BUCHANAN said the abuse was general; || and would have all the effect, if not more, than 
and although, in some large cities, men might be the proposed notice. : : 
found who did not feel it; and though, in one large Mr. C. then alluded to the appointment of Mr. 
city,a company could be assembled who received || Calhoun, than whom, he said, a fitter, or more 
the toast of the health of the President of the Uni- able man to conduct this negotiation, with strict 
ted States in silence, while they responded tothe || regard to the honor and interests of the country, 
health of Queen Victoria with loud and prolonged | could not be found. Before the risings of the 
acclamations—yet the great mass of the people body the negotiation might come to an issue; and || 
still remembered the wrongs and injuries the | then, whatever steps were necessary, could be | 
suffered at the hands of the English, Though || taken. } 
Senators may delight and give free reign to their Mr. BUCHANAN did not expect to say one | 
| 


| 
fancy, in describing the two countries as mother || word more on the subject, but he could not but 
and daughter, the mass of the people still consider | congratulate himself on the extraordinary effect 
England in the light of acruel step-mother to her || his poor efforts had on the Senator from Ken- | 
American offspring. “yy | tucky. That gentleman could not waittill morn- | 
There was no bluster in his nature; but there | ing togive expression to his sentiments, but must || 
was only one calamity he dreaded—national dis- || force him, exhausted as he was after a long || 


honor, to preserve peace; and, if he did not think || often taken place between them. What pointhe 
giving the proposed notice would be the mostcer- || attempted to answer, he knew not. If the ques- || 


honor. Ele would make any sacrifice, except || speech, into one of those struggles which had so | 
| 


tain means to do so, he would not be found so | tion was not one of Peter Pindarand apple dump- || 


jong occupying the time of the Senate. ; | lings, he feared the gentleman would make noth- || 

Mr. CRITTENDEN considered the continu- | ing by his motion. He denied that the minority || 
ation of this discussion worse than useless, and | on the Washington treaty had ever taunted the | 
was anxious to have the resolution laid upon the || majority; he, for one, wished to vote for that 
table. Under present circumstances, he consid- || treaty, but its provisions would not allow him. 


ered the debate unsuitable. For twenty-six years || He gave to the Senator from Kentucky the same 


this subject had been suppressed, and everything || credit for purity of intention that he claimed for | 


had gone on in peace, without injury to either | himself; nor did he blame any Senator for the 
party. Neither party was pressed by any emer- || course he took on that occasion. The Senator 
ency for the use or occupancy of the country— || from Kentucky, in alluding, to the strange way 
asterile soil, of little or no value; but ata moment || to the heart of the country, should have recol- 
when both Governments are prepared to put the |; lected that the road to the heart lies through the 
question at rest, we are aed on to give notice, || extremities. He had used no threats—not even, 
which, to say the least of it, could only tend to || he believed in the ardor of debate did any threat 
embarrass negotiation. He did not intend to in- || escape him. He advocated the claiming of our | 
vestigate or decide on the abuses on either side; || rights in a firm, but respectful manner. 
he considered that a subject, in the first place, be- | Mr. CRITTENDEN said if he had not an- | 


longing to the ministers on both sides; and as the || swered what the Senator from Pennsylvania con- | 


Senate was only a part of the treaty-making power, || sidered his argument, it was beeause he viewed | 
he did not think it should prematurely interfere. || it not as an argument, but a prophecy; and recol- 
It was said this interference would give no offense; | lecting that prophets were seldom honored, espe- | 
but who could tell that?) The whole debate was || cially in their own country, he fell into the com- 


filled with menace against Great Britain, and he || mon error. He then proceed to view the question || 


deprecated the policy of creating an inimical feel- || as altogether trifling—one that, by forcing on, 
ing at the very threshold of negotiation. He || might become mischievous; but which, by lying 
thought it could make no difference to delay this || quiescent, could produce no evil, and might do 


notice six months; that delay might do good; it || much good. He did not approve of exhibiting too | 
could do no evil. He did not approve of the pol- || much war spirit in negotiations, lest we should | 


display too much peace-spirit in our wars. He 


> of those who called in question the framers De 
oft wished our war-spirit not to be wasted, lest we 


he treaty of Ghent; he thought we were mis- | 


taken in arrogating to ourselves superior wisdom || should find it exhausted when most required. As | 


to those who lived before us. || to the map, he would remind his honorable friend 
The Senator from Pennsylvania, in referring || there were maps on both sides—maps here which, 
to the treaty of Washington, made a pathetic la- || if shown, would have given to Great Britain more 
ment for the barren hills of Maine, which, by that || than she obtained. 
treaty, were given up; he described them as lead- || Mr. BUCHANAN had no doubt, when the 
ing to the heart of the country—rather a funny || day of trial came, the honorable Senator from 
place (he thought) for an avenue to the heart of || Kentucky would be found where he always was 
the country; but his lamentation was for the su- || —in his place. He need not have taken the trou- 
ae the possession of those hills gave to || ble to disclaim a knowledge of the prophets, as 
ngland. On investigation, however, those hills || no one accused him of such knowledge. The 
were declared to be of no military importance, || ancient prophets were said to be ignorant of even 
and not of the slightest consequence in the event || their own predictions; but such was not the case 
ofa national war. He formed a portion of the || with the Senator from Kentucky, for he assumed 
two thirds of the Senate who ratified that treaty, || that he knew the propecies of others, and did not 
and he, and those who voted with him, were sat- || believe them. 
isfied with what they had done. He went on to | 








of Lord Ashburton, was of no authority; and || swered, the reason was because he did not com- 
with regard to the weight given to it by the fact || prehend. He was quite inadequate to the task of 
of George III. being devoted to geographical pur- || putting into any form of logic or reason he ma- 
suits, he was inclined to concur; supposing that || terials used by his honorable friend from Penn- 
the talents of a sovereign who was puzzled to || sylvania. He had no doubt that there was a great 
know how the apple got into the dumpling must || deal of logic, and a great deal of sound sense, 
be of a superior urder, especially when applied to || reason, and argument, in what he said, but the 
ascience to which he is described as being so || difficulty was to find itout. As to himself, he 
much devoted. He rose rather to vindicate him- || confessed his inability to do so. He was glad 
self and brother Senators who voted for the treaty || that he had taken the honorable Senator at no 
of Washington from the attacks of the little mi- || disadvantage; and he feld proud in being able to 
nority who voted against it, than to discuss this || vindicate him from the charge of being either old 
question. He went on to show the inutility of \| or feeble; neither were his limbs stiff or cold, but 
any action, for the present, by the Senate. Six || he was hale and vigorous, in the hey-day of life, 
months could make no difference; and by that | and possessed of more than the usual quantum 
time the negotiation would be either concluded || of good spirits. 

or have assumed such a shape as to enable them Mr. BUCHANAN felt obliged for the endow- 
to see what they were doing. No minister of || ments of youth conferred on him by the Senator 
ours would neglect, if he saw an inclination on || from Kentucky, but was sorry that it was all 
the part of the minister from Great Britain to give || prophecy. The sere and yellow leaf was fast 
unnecessary delay, to say to him, “If this ques- || coming over him; but he hoped that he, who had 
tion is not at once settled, the subject can remain || bestowed youth on him, would long enjoy his 


no longer open for negotiation *’ “This language || own green old age, and continue, as a father and 











Mr. CRITTENDEN said, when the gentle- || 
argue that the map alluded to, as in possession || man poured out his prophecies, if he had notan- || 


| Vice, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN felt proud of the paternal 


| character conferred upon him; and with its au- 


thority, he had no doubt but that, in the course 
of time, he would be able to make something of 


the donor; but, not wishing for present flisn 


he would leave to that gentleman the last wo 
Mr. BUCHANAN. As it was the first ex- 
ample of generosity shown by the patriarch of 
SENLORY, he accepted it, and gave him the last 
word. 
Mr. ARCHER next obtained the floor; and, 
on his motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, March 12, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved, 
he SPEAKER announced the business first 
in order to be the resolution in relation to Rhode 
Island affairs. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. HAMLIN asked the indulgence of the 
House to make an explanation. He observed a 
communication purporting to come from the cor- 
respondent of the Boston Courier. Who that 
correspondent was, he had been unable to ascer- 
tain, and as he could not therefore call upon the 
individual who penned the falsehoods contained 
in the article Re referred to, for a correction of 

| those falsehoods, he desired permission of the 
| House to do himself justice. Mr. H. read the 
| passage which he complained of, and which rep- 
resented him as advocating a reduction of the 
allowance given to the pages of the House, and 


|| indulged in a good deal of sarcasm in relation to 


| that subject. 

Mr. H. denied that he had said a single word 
| upon the subject of the pay allowed to the pages; 
|}and why this anonymous correspondent had 
thought fit to pour out upon him the vials of his 
wrath, he could not conceive. 

Mr. HUDSON asked leave to introduce a res- 
olution granting the ure of the Hall of the House 
of Representatives to the Congressional ‘Temper- 
ance Society; but objections being made to its 
reception, 

Mr. HARDIN moved a suspension of the rules 
in order that it might be received. 

The motion was not concurred in. 


RHODE ISLAND MEMORIAL. 


‘|| ‘The House then proceeded to the consideration 
|| of the order of the day; being the resolution em- 
|| powering the select committee on the memorial of 

| twenty-six members of the Rhode Island Legis- 
| lature to send for persons and papers. 


| Mr. POTTER, of Rhode Island, being entitled 


| to the floor, addressed the House during the eon- 


|| tinuance of the morning hour, in opposition to 
the resolution, 

| Mr. P. spoke in so low a tone, that he was not 

| distinctly heard by the reporters. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, next obtained 

| the floor; but the morning hour having expired, 


|| the subject went over. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
|| The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing communications: 

1. A letter from the Postmaster General, com- 

|| municating an answer to the resolution of the 
| House of the 26th of February last, in relation 
| to the New York city post office. 
2. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
|| mitting, in answer to a resolution of the House 
of the 22d of January last, ‘the reasons and 
'| causes, so far as the same may be known to the 
|| Department, of the frequent failures of the mail 
between the city of Washington and New Or- 
leans.”’ 

3. A letter from the Clerk of the House of mee 
| resentatives, in answer to a resolution of\t 
House of the 7th instant, directing him to t- 
|| tain and report the reasons why the documents 
|| of the second and third sessions of the Twenty- 
|| Seventh Congress have not been bound and dis- 
| tributed according to law; and also, whether the 
|| Printers of the last Congress have received com- 
| pensation for said documents; which was laid on 

the table. 
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PRINTING OF A REPORT. 

Mr. McK AY hoped the House would now con- | 
sent to go into the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, with a view of acting upon | 
the Military Academy 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, asked the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina to withdraw his mo- 
tion, that he might have an opportunity to report 
a bill, 


Mr. HARPER rose to a privileged question. } 


He said there was a motion pending to recon- | 
sider the vote by which the House had agreed to | 
print the report of the Commissioner of Patents, | 
and he now called for action on that motion. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table; but he withdrew that mo- | 
tion, after a conversation, in which Messrs. 
DROMGOOLE,HOPKINS,HAMLIN,HALE, 
SEYMOUR, and others, took part. 

Mr. SEVERANCE said he hoped there would 
be no objection to print three thousand extra 
copies. He thought it of far greater importance 
to the country at large than almost any other. 

Mr. HALE demanded the previous question, 
but withdrew it for a moment, to allow 

Mr. WELLER an opportunity to state the | 
reasons which operated with him in making the 
motion for reconsideration. He considered the 
printing of an extra number of these documents 
as an unnecessary expenditure of money, inas- 
much asa great proportion of its contents consist- 
ed of precisely the same matter as was contained 
in the report of the Commissioner of Patents, 
which was published last year. 

Mr. W., at the conclusion of his remarks, re- 
newed the demand for the previous question, in 
compliance with the desire of Mr. Hate. 

Mr. HARPER offered a paper, which he de- 
sired should be read by the Clerk. 

The reading being skieel to, 


| 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that the paper oI 


read. 

The SPEAKER decided that it could not be 
read, as objection was made. 

Mr. WINTHROP called the attention of the 
Chair to the 25th rule, which declares that when 
the reading of a paper is called for, and is objected | 
to, the same shall be determined by a vote of the | 
House. | 
The SPEAKER remarked, that after the pre- 

| 
| 





vious question had been called for, he did not 
consider the reading of a paper to be properly in 
order. 

On seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, the votes were counted by tellers, (Messrs. 
Gainnect and Haratson,) who reported eighty- 
seven in the affirmative, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

The main question—being the reconsideration 
of the vote by which an extra number of copies 
of the report of the Commissioner of Patents was 
ordered to be printed—was then ordered; and 
upon this question the yeas and nays were or- 


dered; and, being taken, resulted—yeas 76, nays | 


99; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Beaton, Edward J. | 
Black, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Reuben Chap- | 
man, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Cullom, Daniel, John W. | 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dromgoole, Ficklin, Foster, Byram | 
Green, Hale, Haralson, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, | 
James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johuson, Andrew Johnson, | 
George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Labranche, Leonard, | 
Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, Me- | 
Clernand. McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Moore, Joseph 
Morris, Murpby, Payne, Pettit, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, 
Reding, Kelfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, St. John, Saunders, | 
Simpson, Slidel!, Robert Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, 
Stiles, Stone, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Wel 
ler, and Woodward—76. 

NAYS —Messrs. Abbott, Anderson 
ringer, Barnard, Blackwell, Bossier, Brodhead, Jeremiah | 
Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Buffington, Cary, | 
Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Colla- 
mer, Cranston. Cross, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Da. | 
vis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, Dunlap, Fish, 
French, Gidding, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hamlin, 
Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hubbell, Hud- 
son, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenks, Perley R. Johnson, John P. 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, PrestonKing, Kirkpatrick, Lyon, 
Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Preston, Purdy, Rayner, Charles M. eed, Robinson, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, Sample, Schenck, Senter, | 
Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Caleb B. Smith, 
John T. Smith, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewatt, John 
Stewart, Summers, Sykes, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, | 
z entworth, Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, and | 

ost—09. | 


Mr. GIDDINGS moved a reconsideration of the 


j 
i 
' 


bill. !! 
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i! vote of yesterday ordering the printing of twenty | gentleman from New H 


thousand extra copies of the bill and report of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the previous || in this country, but by the whole World, win, 


question on this motion; which being seconded, 
and the main question ordered, 


Mr. STEWART called for the yeas and nays; |, 


which being ordered, 

Th? main question—being on the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote above mentioned—was taken, and 
decided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 103; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
| Barnard, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Car- 
| roll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Cran- 

ston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Fish, 
Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, 
Washingron Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. ingersoll, 
Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Moseley, New- 
ton, Parmenter, Pauerson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Pres- 
ton, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, Rockwell, Roduey, Rogers, 
Sample, Schenek, Senter, Severance, Albert Smith, John 
T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, 


Summers, ‘Tilden, Tyler, Vinton, White, Winthrop, and |! 


Yost—65. 
NAVS—Mesers. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, Edward J. 


Black, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, | 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, | 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Cross, Dana, | 


Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmer, Ficklin, French, 
Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, 


Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- |) 


gerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson. An- 


drew Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpat- || 
rick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, Ma- || 
| clay, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, | 


McKay, Moore, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Owen, Payne, 


Petit, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David S. | 


Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, 
Russell, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, 


Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, | 


Jolin Stewart, Stone, Sykes, Tavlor, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
ward, and Joseph A. Wright—103. 
MILITARY ACADEMY. 


| enable the House to go into the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill for the support of 
the Military Academy. 
The motion was agreed to. 
| On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House then 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
_on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dromeoore in 
| bill making appropriations for the support of the 
| Military Academy; the question being on the 
|} amendment of Mr. Hate, providing that the 
academy shall be abolished; and that the mone 
| heretofore annually appropriated for that insti- 
tution shall be applied to the military education 


| of the militia and volunteers in the States. 


Ashe, Baker, Bar- || 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, observed that the 


| propositions now pending before the committee | 


| were so diametrically opposite in character as to 


_ had reported a bill making the ordinary appro- 


priations for the support of the Military Acad- |! 
emy; and the gentleman from New Hampshire |) 

[ calialewi an amendment to abolish that in- | 
He often had had occasion, | 
during the course of the session, to admire the | 


hac 
stitution altogether, 


zeal displayed by his honorable friend, in ex- 
posing, correcting, and reforming all the abuses 


of the Government; and he had certainly dis- | 


played a zeal which he considered highly meri- 
torlous. 


proval, and he trusted would not be approved by 
| the House. The honorable gentleman, in con- 


templating the different branches of expenditures | 
_ of the Government, looked upon them as nothing 
but abuses, and saw nothing but extravagance | 
in all the departments of the Government, civil, | 
All these departments he | 
considered as going wrong for haif a century; | 
and he seemed to think that the people would not | 


military, and judicial. 


be able to maintain their system of government, 
unless they remodeled it entirely, It was easy 
enough to proclaim the existence of abuses; but 
his honorable friend from New Hampshire had 
failed, thus far, to suggest any practical remedy 
for the abuses he had Siandrviied, 

This academy, proposed to be abolished by the 


Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Wood- | 


Mr. McKAY moved to suspend the rules, to | 


| the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the | 


impart additional interest to the subject. The | 
| Committee of Ways and Means, in the discharge || 
of the duties imposed on them by the House, | 


He was constrained, however, to say, | 
_ that the remedies the gentleman sometimes pro- | 
posed to heal the existing defects in our system | 
of government, were not such as met his ap- | 
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the highest respect. The institution wag eis), 
lished under the administration of Jefferson.” 
every Administration since has considered |), , 
| a valuable part of the peace establishment. ‘T vg 
_was another thing, too, not to be passed oy. 
and that was, that every military man, from e 
time of Washington down, highly approved , 
this institution, and conceded its necessity, In 
discussing the subject the other day, the gen, 
man from Hampshire (Mr. Hate] and a gentle. 
man from York, not now in his seat, alluded to 
the academy as an institution established for ij, 
| benefit of a favored class, who were educated 
there, 

It had been intimated, in the course of this dp. 
bate, that the Military Academy was a charity 
school, by which exclusive advantages wer 
given to a few over the great mass; but this, he 
| said, arose in misconception. What was a mili. 
|| tary cadet?) When appointed, he became an of. 
ficer of the Army, and bound himself to that gor. 
vice fora number of years. He was, in some 
respects, like a midshipman in our Navy; and the 
| question was, whether the officers who were tp 
|, command our Army should receive a fitting edy. 


, ty 


of 


|| cation in early life, when the mind was plastic, 
or whether there should be appointed uneducated 
men, who, to acquire the ability to execute their 
important trust, must instruct themselves after 
| theirappointment? He discussed at some length 
the propriety and the necessity of giving an ear 
military training to our military officers, and then 
replied to some objections which had been made 
to this institution. 
The present mode of appointing the cadets from 
| congressional districts, he thought the best that 
| could be devised. It was much better than to vest 
such appointments in the Executive, in whose 
hands an accumulation of patronage might be 
productive of evil. The members of Congress, 
with whom the appointments now rested, would 
doubtless, so exercise their power as to give sat- 
isfaction to their constituents; and such a diffu. 
sion of patronage gave to every section of the 
'| Union a due share of appointments, whereby all 
|| extremes were brought together. He read a tab- 
ular statement of youths appointed to the Mili- 
| tary Academy, to show the classes to which they 
belonged, and that they were not the sons of the 
rich and the powerful. 
| What was the object of an army in time of 
| peace? It was to keep up military discipline. 
| Ours was a mere skeleton of an army, insignif- 
cant indeed, when compared with the standing 
armies of other nations. He placed great reliance 
upon the militia of the country; but it was neces- 
| sary that there should be a higher degree of mil- 
itary science than could possibly be possessed by 
| the militia, in the event of this country being, by 
an unfortunate concurrence of events, drawn into 
a war with a foreign nation. When abuses were 
shown to exist in our military establishment, he 
would be as ready as any one to apply the proper 
corrective; but his information and personal know- 
ledge led him to form an opinion highly favor- 
able of those officers of the service of this Gov- 
ernment, who had received their military educe- 
cation at West Point Academy. He was not 
prepared to admit that the officers of the Army 
and Navy were overpaid, as some gentleman 
seemed inclined to suppose. He had never known 
an instance where a fortune had been accumulated 
by an officer of either the Army or Navy. They, 
in that House, were representing an economical 
people certainly, but he did not believe that they 
sey therefore, to refuse to the officers in the 
public service such allowance as was necessary 
_ to their respectability. The maxim, that in time 
of peace they should prepare for war, had become 
in some degree obsolete; but he believed it would 
be conceded by all that they should always main- 
tain such an establishment as would have a ten- 
} dency to prevent the occurrence of war. 
| Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut, rose and ad- 
| dressed the committee in opposition to the bill. 
| The State of Connecticut, he said—a portion of 
| whose citizens he had the honor to represent— 
, had, by resolution, requested her Representatives 
not only to vote against this institution, but 
' against all appropriations for its continuance. In 
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ience to that request, he embraced this op- 
ortunity to address a few considerations to the | 
committee. : ; y | 
He had noticed that, whenever this subject had | 
been under discussion, gentlemen who had spoken | 
in favor of this institution had seen fit, in the same 
breath, to detract from the merits of the militia | 
of the country. If it were true, as had been more | 
than intimated, that they were undisciplined and 
unprepared for war, it was because of the unpar- | 
gonable neglect of Congress itself. For, while 
they could not find in the Constitution of the | 
United States a single paragraph authorizing the 
establishment of se? such institution as this Mil- | 
itary Academy at West Point, they would find | 
gbundant authority for arming and disciplining | 
the militia—that right arm of their national de- | 
fense. He did not believe that there should be a | 
royal highway to military knowledge. The most | 
eminent men which this country had ever pro- | 
duced, had risen from comparative obscurity, and 
worked out their own education by industry and 
perseverance. i“ , , 

Mr. S. went on to state his objections to the | 
Military Academy; that it had become an insti- 
tation for the education of young men for the 
civil pursuits of life, instead of being what its 
friends claimed for it—a school for the Army. 
Now,no one would pretend to say that there was 
any power in this Government to educate men 
for the duties of civil life. Mr. S. then referred | 
w the official reports of the War Department, 
giving the number of annual appointments of ca- | 
dets, the number who graduated, the number who 
entered into the Army, the number of annual va- 
cancies in the Army, &c., for the purpose of 
showing that a disproportionate number of these 
cadets, after being educated at the public expense, 
went into the pursuits of civil life. He also re- 
ferred to the number of resignations of officers | 
during the Florida war, when their services were 
needed by the country. Mr. 8S. contended that 
the institution was unnecessary; and that, if it 
were abolished, the Secretary of War would have 
numbers of applicants to fill the annual vacancies 
in the Army, as well, if not better, qualified for 
the service than the cadets of West Point. The 
Army itself he considered too large, and by re- 
ducing it one half, he would lessen the number of 
annual vacancies. He saw no necessity of hav- 
ing companies of sixty to one hundred men to gar- 
rison the forts on the Atlantic sea-board. He was 
willing that the posts on the great highway to 
Oregon should have men to garrison them, but he 
wanted no army on the Atlantic sea-board. 

He had another reason for saying that the Mil- 
itary Academy was unnecessary. He would have 
the vacancies in the commissioned officers of the 
Army filled up from the Army itself. How was 
the Army constituted now? An anomaly in free 
Governments. In civil life the offices were thrown 
open to the industrious and meritorious; from the 
office of a justice of the peace to a judge of the 
Supreme Court; from a Governor of a State to 
President of the United States, all the offices were 
open to every citizen who had sufficient merit to 
fill them; but in the Army the doors were closed 
to promotion; and there was no chance whatever 
for a private soldier to rise, no matter what his 
patriotism and abilities might be. Now, he was 
for having the officers taken from the ranks of the 
Army; the effect of which would be, in the first 
place, to put a stop to desertion, and improve the 
recruiting service; and, in the second place, they 





would have what they never had before under the | 
old system—a republican army in name and deed, 
filled up with worthy, enterprising, and patriotic | 


young men. Under such a system it would be 
found that some of the best young men in the 
country would enter the ranks as private soldiers 
with this prospect of promotion before them. 
Again, abolish this Government monopoly, and 
it would be found that the military institutions of 
the States would furnish a sufficient number of 
scientific and literary young men who would be 
applicants for the commissions in the Army; and 
he believed that there were such institutions in 
two or three of the States that would be equal to 
West Point, if they were not kept down in con- 
sequence of the money bestowed by the Govern- 
ment on that institution. 

He was not disposed to Jetain the House oa 


‘this subject. He would not have said anything 
in regard to it in advance of the report of the | 


























| 





Military Committee, but would have waited till 


it came in, had it not been for the instructions of 
the Legislature of his State. 


0 seine so instructed, 
he feld bound to oppose this appropriation; and 
he would tell the House that if he and those who 
thought with him failed now, they would not de- 
spair. He hoped to see the time when this evil 
would be corrected. In the State he came from, 
the opinions he expressed were not confined to 
one party. Hostility to this institution was felt 
by the citizen soldiers of all parties, who were 
unanimous in that feeling. If the time had not 
yet arrived, he trusted that the day was not far | 
distant when the people would put the seal of con- | 
demnation upon an institution so much at war | 
with our republican system of Government. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD observed that he only 
designed to occupy the attention of the commit- 
tee for a few moments; and, as he had offered | 
some amendments a few days ago, which he now | 
intended to renew, his sole object was to bring 
them to the notice of the committee. If the effect 
should be to abolish the academy altogether, he | 
should be better satisfied. He had referred to the 
Army Register for the expenses of this establish- 
ment; and he would take the occasion to observe 
that the way in which that document was made 
up would be discreditable to a school boy. He 
quoted some tabular statements, showing the 
amounts paid to the various officers employed at 
West Point, and other items of expenditure, and 
added that, instead of the amount stated a few 
days since as the sum which each graduate cost 
the country, it amounted to $5,000. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL proceeded to correct 
some errors into which gentlemen had fallen who 


had participated in this debate, and he did so, in | 
many respects, on the authority of a report made | 


by Colonel Totten. 
itary Academy belonged to the cavalry of the 
country, and occasioned no additional expense, 
though used for the purposes of the institution. 
He defended the academy generally, and said 
there never was an institution whieh had gene 


through such an ordeal as that to which this acad- || 
emy had been exposed, that had come out of it | 


better in any respect. The New Hampshire reso- 
lutions in relation to this institution were founded 
in error. He noticed the changes in the law 
which required the service of eight years in the 


Army, from cadets, and pointed out the gallant | 


service which cadets had rendered in the Florida 
war, where many were severely wounded; and 
those that fell, fell Roman like, with their wounds 
in front and their faces to the foe. 
corrected some errors of statements respecting the 
supernumerary second lieutenants, who now 
amounted to but seventy. 

A conversation here ensued between several 
gentlemen on this point. 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania on the au- 
had been just supplied. 


relation to the charge that no person could enter 
the Army as an officer but through the Military 
Academy, he called upon the chairman of the 
Military Committee, who had investigated that 
subject, to say what was the truth on that sub- 
ect. 

Mr. HARALSON read a list of the officers of 


various grades, by which it appeared that one 


who had not been to West Point. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then proceeded to 
notice some remarks made a few days since by 
Mr. J. Brinkernorr. 

Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF explained. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL contended that there 
was an absolute necessity for providing a class 
of well-disciplined and well-instructed persons, 
upon whom would necessarily devolve the duty 
of commanding the militia forces in case of war, 
Those educated at the Military Academy were 
well qualified for this duty, as, from the course 


ing officer of the Army. 


they had, as yet, come to no resolution. 
he House then adjourned. 


The horses used at the Mil- | 


He afterwards | 


Mr. FISH, however, sustained the statement | 


thority of the Army Register, with which they | 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL proceeded; and, in | 


of instruction they received, they were made ac- | 
ae with every variety of service, from the | 
uty of a common soldier to that of a command- | 


After the conclusion of Mr. Incerso.’s re- | 
marks, the committee rose, anc reported that | 
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The following petitions, presented to day, were handed 


to the reporters by the members presenting them : 


By Mr. DODGE, of lowa: The memorial of the Council 


and House of Representatives of the Territory of Iowa, 
representing that, at the present session of the Legislature 
ofthat ‘Territory, an act was passed incorporating the Mount 
Pleasant Collegyite Institute, at the town of Mount Pleas- 
} ant, in Henry county, and praying Congress to grant to said 
institute such donation in Government land, situate in 


lowa, as, in its wisdom and liberality, Congress should think 


proper, not to exceed one township; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Also, another from the same body, representing that, at 


| the last session of the Legisiature,an act was passed incer- 


1 porating the lowa City College, at Lowa city, the capital of 
|| the Territory, and praying Congress to grant a township of 
|| land for the endowment of said institution ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition from St. Charles 


and Vicinity, signed by over six hundred persons, fora mail 
route, via Babcock’s Grove, St. Charles, Sycamore, Col- 
tonville, Jefferson Grove, and Grand de Tour, from Chicago 
to Albany, on the Mississippi river; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Also, a petition from Albany and vicinity, for the same, 


| signed by over two hundred ; a petition from eighty persons 
| in Deerfield, for the same; a petition from Grand de Tour, 


| 


|| for the same, from one hundred persons; a petition from 

Osage, for the same, from sixty persons. 
| Charles Gardner and sixty others, praying for such a change 
of route No. 4,219 as will take the mail directly from Mt. 


A petition from 


| Langurn, via Middleport, to Milford, in lroquois county ; 
| which were referred as above. 


Also, the petition of widow William Billsland, of Wit! 


| county, for a pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Invalid Pensions. 


| 
| 
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| 


| 
| 





it 
i} 
i} 


tI 
it 
| 


hundred and eight officers were now in the service | 
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Also, the petition of William Bennett, of St. Charles, for 


| a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Revo- 
| lutionary Pensions. 


By Mr. HUGHES : The memorial of citizens of Herman, 


Missouri, in favor of the improvement of the Missouri and 
| upper Mississippi rivers, and of the protection of St. Louis 


harbor. 
By Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana: Two several petitions 


of G. W. McConnell, Clark Powers, and others, citizens of 


Indiana and Ohio, praying the establishment of a post- route 
from Maumee City to White Pigeon ; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The memorial of William 
Fry and one hundred and eighty-five others, citizens of 
Knox, Daviess, and Green counties, Indiana, asking a grant 


of lands to complete the nationa! thoroughfare connecting 


ene and the Ohio river by the improvement of the Wa- 
ash. 

Also, the memorial of Abraham Fry Snapp and two hun- 
dred and sixty-seven others, citizens of Sullivan county, 
Indiana, upon the same subject. , 

By Mr. SENTER : The petition of Mrs. Martha Cannon, 
claiming compensation for property lost during the last war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: A petition of Samuel Larrabee, of 
Cumberland county, Maine, for a pension, in consideration 
of services rendered as a soldier in the war of the Revolu- 
tion; which was ceferred to the Committee on Revoluton- 


| ary Pensions. 


By Mr. BRODHEAD: A petition signed by sundry citi- 
zens of Wayne county, Pennsylvania, praying for the reform 
of the Post Office laws and the abolition of the franking 
privilege; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SMITH, of [Ninois: The memorial of sundry 
citizens of Saint Clair county, Lilinois, praying Congress 
to make liberal appropriations for the improvement of the 
Mississippi river and its tributaries, and the harbor of St. 
Louis; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, to which was referred a bill 
making appropriations for these objects. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The memorial of Mrs. Evelina Porter, 
widow of the late Commodore Porter, for an outfit not paid 
him as minister abroad ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the memorial of Schuyler Seeley, and two hundred 
others, citizens of Bridgeport, Connecticut, for reduction 
of postage and for the abolition of the franking privilege ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DANA: The petition of one hundred and thirty 
citizens of Tompkins county, New York, praying aid to the 
Colony of Liberia; the petition of fifty citizens of Seneca 
county, New York ; and the petition of forty-six citizens of 
Chemung county, New York, for the same object; which 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of seventy-five citizens of Castile and 
Perry, in Wyoming county, New York, praying for a re- 
duction of postage ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of Randolph Lawson, 
of Cumberland county, Kentucky, praying for a pension 
for services in the revolutionary war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Samuel T. Winsiow, 
for a pension as an invalid soldier; which was referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





House or Representatives, March 32, i844. 

Mr. Eprror: I see from the reported proceedings of the 
House yesterday, in your paper, that General SAUNDERS 
is made to say that “ the Committee on the Judiciary were 
ready to report the bill back to the House in relation to the 
courts in the district of Ohio, but were prevented from doing 
so by the gentleman who offered the resolution, who asked 
them not to make a report on it till his colleague from the 
Cincinnati district (Mr. Duncan] had been heard before the 
committee.”? Now, sir, | made no such statement to, or 
request of, said committee, or any member of it. Wiat! 
said to the committee was, nearly all the Ohio delegation 
were in favor of the passage of the bill, and desirous of an 
immediate report from the committee ; adding that, should 
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gentlemen, most of them belonging to the nas. 
sion of the law, praying that Congress will 


1} 2 

my collengue from the Hamilton district [Dr. Duncan] ap. |, the neglect to recognize the law of God as the only basis of 
pear before the committee in opposition to the bill, would | all human legislation, is the fontal source of these evils ; the 
take it very kindly on the part of the committee to notify | legitimate, yet bitter fruits growing out of this radical defeet 
me of the time of such meeting, that | might appear on the | 





opposite side, and in support of the bill. 


pers, who authorizes me to state that above is sub- 
stantially correct; and that the remarks attributed to him 
in the Globe are incorrect. 

i will further add, that { appeared before the committee 
on Friday inst, at the very polite invitation of my colleague, 
(Mr. Vinron,}] who informed me that our colleague from 
the Hamilton district [Dr. Duncan) was to be present at 
his own request in Opposition to the bit. But as he did not 
appear, | immediately left the committee-room. I never 

e 


d the committee to delay their report to give my friend | 


from Cincinnati an opportunity to be heard before the com- 
mittee; but, on the contrary, have repeatedly applied to 
different members of the said committee to report at their 
earliest convenience. I have never said or done anything 
to retard or delay the action of the committee, but always 
the reverse. 

Knowing the great interest felt on this subject by my im- 
mediate constituents, and the people of Olno generally, I 
have deemed the foregoing corrections and statements as 
not only due in justice to myself, but to them also. 

Very reapectfully, your obediest servant, 

HEMAN A. MOORE. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespar, March 13, 1844. 


Mr. WHITE presented a petition from citi- || 


| nations that forget God are devoted to destruction. 


zens residing on the Upper Wabash country, In- 
diana, praying Congress to make a grant of land 
for the completion of the Wabash and Erie canal 
to the Ohio river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


Mr. MOREHEAD presented a petition from | 


| public, and is regarded as “the suprme law of the land ;°? 
have submitted the above statement to General Sacun- | 


and that God in his providence is causing these “ times to 
pass over us, to let this nation know that the Most High 


in the instrument which lies at the foundation of this Re- | some steps to publish, in a condensed for, 


ruleth in the kingdoms of men;’’ (Dan. iv. 25, 25,) and | 


‘that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him.’? (Dan. vii. 14.) 

We therefore pray you, as their representative, to recom- 
mend to the people of these United States an alteration in 
the Constitution, embracing the following amendments : 

1. A clear and explicit acknowledgement of the Sover- 
eign of the Universe, as the God of this nation. 

2. An entire and avowep submission to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, His anointed, (Psalms ii. 1,) who is Prince of the 
kings of the earth, (Rev. i. 5,) the head of all principality 
and power, (Col. ii. 10,) as the ruler of this nation. 

3. An unreserved reception of His revealed will, con- 
taining in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
as the law PARAMOUNT, by which all the officers of this Re- 
public shall be regulated; all conflicting State laws being 
regarded as perfect!y null and void, (Psalm ii. 10—12.) 
“ Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings!’ Also, (Psalm xix. 
7—11.) “* the law of the Lord is perfect,” &c. 

We also most earnestly and solemniy entreat you, as you 
regard your own, and the best interests of the nation, that 
you rescind, at once and forever, all enactments whereby 
a violation of God’s law is authorized, whether by running 


|, the mail stage on His Sabbath, or otherwise ; for “ righte- 
ousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any peo- 


ple.” (Prov. xiv. 34.) See also Psalm xliv. 20, where the 
Divine displeasure is expressed ; and Psalm ix. 17, where 
Also, 
Jer. v. 9, where God has denounced his dread vengeance 
upon all the nations that do not serve and obey him; and 
in Rev. xix. 11—21, the vengeance is represented as being 


| executed, the battle decisive, the overthrow entire and 


complete. 


With these, and many other portions of infallible truth | 
| before us; and also a knowledge of the many and grievous 


N, the 


decisions of the Supreme Court; which was = 


| ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

| Also, the petition of James D. Cobb, pray; 

| to be restored to his rank in the Army mying 
United States, of which he was illegally dentices 
which, with certain accompanying documes ; 
was referred to the Committee on Military 4f 
fairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEEs, 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on 
and Canals, reported back without amendmen, 
and with a recommendation that it do the 
bill authorizing the opening of a canal eon 
the falls of St. Mary, at the outlet of Lake Supe. 
rior. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Coq, 
merce, reported back, without amendment, 
|| joint resolution providing for the return of uddj. 

tional items in the commercial statistics, 

The resolution was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee 
Naval Affairs, made an adverse report on the m. 
morial of David Myerle, praying compensation, 
for services and sacrifices in promoting the grow, 
|| of water-rotted hemp; which was ordered to |ip 
on the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com. 
mittee on Commerce were discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the jp. 


habitants of the Isle of Shoals, in the State of 
New Hampshire, praying for the extension of 
fishing bounties to open boats. 

Mr. H., also, moved that the Committee op 
Commerce be discharged from the further con. 
sideration of sundry petitions of citizens of Penn. 


a respectable number of citizens of Covington, 
Kentucky, praying Congress to make an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the Maumee bay 
and river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 


sins with which this nation is chargeable in the sight of 
God—it is our deliberate judgment that nothing but national 
repentance, and a thorough reformation in both Constitu- 
tion and Administration, will save this Republic from threat- 
|| ened and impending ruin. By the alienation, distraction, 
|| pecuniary embarrassments, and other abounding calamities, 
|| God, in his providence, is saying, in the language of the 
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James Donohoo, and others, citizens of West- 
moreland county, Pennsylvania, for a pension for 
services during the late war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials 


from diffesent portions of Pennsylvania, setting | 
forth the extraordinary results of the tariff of | 


1842, and its effects in reviving the business and 


trade of the country; and asking that no change | 


may be made in that law until experience had 


demonstrated, from escertained facts, that a | 


change of its policy was necessary; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Also, a memorial from the Select and Common || 
Council of Philadelphia, in regard to the ruinous | 
condition of the piers at Port Penn, in the river | 


Delaware, similar to others which had been pre- 


sented and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 


On the motion of Mr. B., this was also referred | 
to that committee; and he expressed a hope that || 


the chairman, his friend from Connecticut, [Mr. 
Hontincron,] would attend to the prayer of the 
petitioners. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from 
George A. Summers, and other journeymen cord- 
wainers of the District of Columbia, setting forth 
the bad effects of the act of Congress permitting 
the labor of the convicts in the penitentiary in this 


Distret to be let out by contract, representing | 


that it was highly injurious to their business, 


and praying for the repeal of the law; which was | 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- || 


lumbia. 


a number of citizens of Erie county, Pennsylva- 


nia, praying for an appropriation for the improve- | 


ment of the harbor of Erie. 


Mr. B. said he had, on more than one occasion, | 


expressed his opinion of the importance of the 
improvement proposed, and he hoped his honor- 
able friend from Connecticut, [Mr. Huntineton,] 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, to 
which committee he proposed to refer the memo- 
rial, would give his attention to the subject. 

The memorial was referred according! 

Mr. B. presented a memorial from 
Brownson, and numerous citizens of western 
Pennsylvania, representing that, 

Having with deep anxiety and painful emotions observed 
the distraction and alienation which is so alarmingly prev- 
alent throughout the greater part of our beloved country, 
especially among the representatives of the people, who are 
so execedingly broken in judgment, and the affairs of the 


nation cannot be conducied so as to sustain its dignity and | 
promote its best interests ; and being fully convinced that 


Fenian J. 


prophet Isaiah, “« Come now and let Us reason together. If 
ye be willing, and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land ; but if ye refuse, and rebel, ye shal) be devoured with 
the sword, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
Chapter v. 18—20. 

Mr. B. said the memorial was signed by a num- 
ber of respectable citizens of Pennsylvania, some 
of whom he was personally acquainted with; but 


| as there was no committee to which it could be 


appropriately referred, he moved that it be re- 
ceived and laid on the table. Agreed to. 
Mr. BAGBY believed that the course with such 


I! ee was not to lay the petition on the table; 

yut to lay the motion of reception on the table. | 
All of that description had been so disposed of. | 
He thought it would be well to adhere to therule | 


in all cases of the kind. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said the memorial was sim- | 


ilar to others which had been received and laid 
on the table. 


there was nothing, in his opinion, in it which 


would involve it in the rule which required that | 


the motion for the reception of certain kinds of 
petitions should be laid on the table; and there 
was nothing in it, he was confident, to which his 
friend from Alabama could or would take excep- 


| tion. 


Mr. BAGBY was understood to say the peti- 
tion was the offspring of the same fanaticism 
which the rule was intended to reach. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from Ala- 


bama would permit him to say that he was under | 
There was a must respectable sect, | 
which he believed were called Covenanters, who | 


b || have not voted, or participated in the political af- | 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from | 


a mistake. 


fairs of the country, because it was not acknowl- 
edged in the constitution, that the God of nature 
was the God of this people. 
object of the memorialists (at least he was in- 
formed so) was to have the recognition of that 
principle in the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. BAGBY made some remarks not. heard 
in the reporters’ gallery. The subject was then 
dropped. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a memorial from 
Cass and Pulaski counties, Indiana, for a mail 
route from Logansport to Daniel Wyands, to 
Winimac, Inndiana; and one from Charles S. 
Tibbats and others, citizens of the counties of 
Tippecanoe, Stark, and Laporte, for a mail route 
from Lafayette, by Monticello, Winimac, North- 
bend, to Lafayetio, in Indiana; which were re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
| Post Roads. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial 
from Clifton R. Thomas and other respectable 


He had examined it with care, and | 


He believed that the | 


sylvania, praying that the law which authorizes 
the taking out of coasting licenses be so amended 
as to exempt canal boats engaged in the transpor. 
tation of coal from its provisions. He moved 
that the letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury accompanying, which superseded the neces- 
sity of a report from the committee, be printed, 
he motion-was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finanee, ‘ 
reported back, with an amendment, the bill from 
the House, making appropriation for the pay- 
ment of revolutionary and other pensioners, for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845. 

The bill and amendments were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. E. also reported, from the same committee, 
a bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co.; 
which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

‘On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Finance was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the memorial of citizens of Charleston, 
South Carolina, praying for an appropriation for 
the preservation and repair of the custom-house 
there; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Finance was discharged from several memorials, 
praying for a drawback on exports of domestic 
distilled spirits from foreign molasses; and they 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. E. also reported back, with an amend- 
ment, the bill to amend the act establishing branch 
mints. 

Mr. EVANS said the bill was one providing 
that the oath or affirmation of the officers of the 
branch mints may be taken before any judge of a 
| superior court, or court of record, in the State 
| where such mint may be located. The amend- 
| ment was a substitute for the bill, but not chang- 
| 
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ing its object. It was necessary that it should be 
passed immediately; and, on his motion, the pre- 
vious orders of the day were postponed, and the 
bill was taken up as in Committee of the Whole. 
|The amendment of the committce was adopted; 
| and the bill was reported to the Senate, and or 
| dered to be engrossed for a third reading. _ 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which were referred the petitions 
of Stephen Steele and James Daniel, of the State 
of Alabama, reported a bill to relinquish the re- 
versionary interest of the United States to certain 
'Indian reservations in the State of Alabama; . 
| which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
| ing. 
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